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The last legitimate Jewish High priest fled into exile at the beginning of Antiochus IV's regin of
terror. When Judas recovered the temple, no high priest was appointed. The Greeks tried to
appoint Alcimus, but the people did not accept him. After Alcimus died, the Greeks did not again
try to appoint a high priest until they appointed Jonathan, who accepted the title. Onias III had
been murdered, but his son Onias IV lived, so the the sucession belong to him. When he saw that
he was not going to get it, he built a temple in Egypt like the one in Jerusalem, only inferior.
Therefore, Jonathan compromised with the Greeks when he should have invited Onias IV to fill his
rightful positon. Therefore, the sin of Judah is continued with Jonathan's usurpation of the high
priesthood. Since the flight of Onias III, no legitiamate high priest, ordained by God, served at
the altar up to the destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70. But for the entire time, the people put up
with usurpers except for a short time between the dedication of the temple and the usurpation of
Jonathan.  See Wars 7.10.2-3-4 [420-433]; Ant. 13.3.1 [62]; 13.2.3 [46].

Seasons

RSV 1 Maccabees 1:10 From them came forth a sinful root,
Antiochus Epiphanes, son of Antiochus the king; he had been a
hostage in Rome. He began to reign in the one hundred and thirty-
seventh year of the kingdom of the Greeks.

RSV 1 Maccabees 1:54 Now on the fifteenth day of Chislev,
in the one hundred and forty-fifth year, they erected a
desolating sacrilege upon the altar of burnt offering. (Friday,
November 18, 168 B.C. JP). [The sacrifice was offered on the
25th.]

   25th Kis, 165 - 25 Kis 168 = 1093 days
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