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Lightfoot’s interpretation is faulty. It should be noted that Rabbi
Eliazar Ben Azariah ("3Y ]2 WTSJS& ’27) did not mean his
statement to be put to such an illogical use. For Lightfoot wants to
count a few hours of daylight on Sunday morning as “a day and a
night.” When the Rabbi says “a part of a period” he has these
situations in mind:

Figure 4: Various Ways To Count An Onah
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This can be seen by using the Rabbi’s definition. Since an “onah”
is defined as “a day and a night,” an onah must always be some part
of a day followed by some part of a night (or the reverse of it). What
the whole discussion in the Jerusalem Talmud (9.3) is about, is what it
means to say that a woman is unclean for “three days” after
intercourse because the man’s seed remains in her.
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“Rabbi Ishmael says sometimes it [three days] is four onah,
sometimes that it is five, sometimes that it is six. Akiba says for
ages they are five" [onah]. If she has intercourse in part of the

9 i.e. “For ages” (Q?I7) he means from long past reckoning. We must
remember that the Rabbis are interpreting “three days” and not “three days
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first onah, then her time is complete in part of the sixth onah.
Rabbi Ishmael computed a day an onah, and a night an onah.
Akiba computed a day an onah, and a night an onah. What is
the span of onot of three spans? Ishmael computed part of an
onah as the whole of it. And the Tanna’im so affirm on the
word of Rabbi Akiba, that when she is entered in part of the
first onah, then make completed for her part of the sixth onah.
Tanna Rabbi Eliazar Ben Azariah says: a day and a night are an
onah, and part of an onah is as the whole of it.

And the Tanna’im so affirm on the word of Rabbi Eliazar
Ben Azariah, “sometimes there is day [at the end] and all of it
—that she is clean; [but if the] second day, and is lacking any
of it, then she is unclean.”

Rabbi Ishmael is not giving a legal ruling. He is just observing
how “three days” can be computed. Here is his option, and the others:

Figure 5: Four Onoth with Day First
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Figure 6: Five Onoth
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Figure 7: Six Onoth with Day First
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and three nights.”
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