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facts of a matter are sufficiently obfuscated, then one can prove
anything from the facts that remain.

Such an inconsistency (of the irregular week) does not make
sense unless the primary purpose of the corruption of the Septuagint
is not to explain, but to obscure. For there is no way that sabbath-
weeks makes any sense when in six out of seven cases the sabbath-
week does not end on the Sabbath. The inconsistency of a sabbath-
week starting on Nisan 16 (other than Sunday) would be unacceptable
if the “sabbath” meant “week.” It would rather support the timing of
the Sadducees to keep the week regular. Somewhere around the 9th
century the Karaites spotted this inconsistency and began to use it
against the Rabbis. But the Rabbis could not go back to the pre-
Aquila or pre-Targum Onkelos rendering. The deception was fixed in
tradition. However, we can know the truth, because Scripture is
written not to obscure, but to be plain and clear. The seven Sabbaths
are seven Sabbaths and nothing else. There is no need to go along
with the devolution of the texts into an obscure meaning “week”
which can begin on any day whatsoever. All that need be done is
sweep aside all the post first century LXX, Aramaic, Mishnaic, and
Targum corruptions on this question and go by the Hebrew only.

The difference on Lev. 23:11-16 is most often blamed on the
dispute between the Pharisees and Sadducees. They were before the
second century B.c. opposed on the question of when to start counting.
This difference was one of the causes of the wars between the royalist
party (i.e. priestly Hasmonean Kings) and the Separatist party (the
Pharisees) among the Jews after Judah Maccabeus defeated Syria
(165/164 B.c.). The priestly party were Sadducees. Sadducean
corruption was perpetuated due to the birthright inheritance of their
offices, their vast riches, and the fact that they could not be voted out,
because they were the nobility. But the common people who knew the
Scripture opposed them. The result was one of the bloodiest civil
wars in Jewish history, which can be compared with the English civil
war between Oliver Cromwell and the Scottish Presbyterian
Covenanters. The Jewish Civil war was over religion, and the
differences between the Sadducees and Pharisees were at the center of
it. The Sadducees were defeated and they never recovered, but in their
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inherited positions were compelled to perform every ritual according
to the Pharisees rulings."” The exception was that they retained
control over the criminal justice system.

Was the Septuagint modified at its inception? And should we
attribute it to the dispute between the Sadducees and Pharisees? The
answer to this question is no. The definition “week” for Sabbath only
comes into the literature starting in the first half of the second century.
The proof of this is that the dispute was quite alive on the basis of the
Hebrew text alone, and did not need the Septuagint to justify its
previous existence. In fact, if the Septuagint were accommodated to
the Hebrew, a pre-Aquila Septuagint would translate the text as
follows:

23:11 xal qvoloel T dpdypa Evavtt xuplov OexTdy DUV Tfj émalpiov Tf énavpiov

Tol cafPdrov dvoioet adTd 6 iepels. 23:15 xal dptbunoete Oueis T4 émavplov
Tof} caBBdrov amd Tijs Huépag Ns &v mpogevéyxyte TO dpdype Tob Emibépatos
émta gaBPdtwy dAoxApous. 23:16 £ri év T Emalplov Tob oafBdTov Tol

£B06uov dpiBunoete mevTyxooTv Nuépay xal mpogoiceTe Buaiav véav TE

. \ s , R a4y
xupl. . . 25:8 xal eapibuioes oeauté éntd gafBdTwy étdv EnTtd Emy
émtdwg xal Eoovtal oot Nuepdv Emtd gafPdrwy Tév ET6y éwéa xal
TegTapAXoVT ETN

23:11 And he shall raise up the sheaf before the Lord acceptable for you; in
the tomorrow of the Sabbath the priest shall raise it up. 23:15 And you
shall count in the tomorrow of the Sabbath, from the day which you
bring the sheaf of the addition, seven Sabbaths complete. 23:16 Still, in
the tomorrow of the seventh Sabbath you will count a fiftieth day, and

you shall bring a new offering to the Lord 25:8 And you shall count out
for yourself seven Sabbaths of the years, seven years, seven times, and
they will be to you days of seven Sabbaths of the years', nine and
forty years.

9 Josephus Ant. 18:17, “But they are able to do almost nothing by
themselves; for when they become magistrates, as they are unwillingly and
by force sometimes obliged to be, they addict themselves to the notions of
the Pharisees, because the multitude would not otherwise bear them.”

120 The genitive relation here is that of the part of the whole. “seven Sabbaths
[the part] of years [the whole],” and “seven Sabbaths [part] of the years [the
whole]”; This could be translated “seven Sabbaths from the years” or “seven
Sabbaths in the years.” It is called partitive genitive. For examples see
2Chron. 21:17, “smallest of his sons”; Gen. 22:2, “one of the mountains”;
Judges 5:29, “wise ones of ladies of her”; “years” represents the whole,
which is 49 years.
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