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suggest that Messiah was immersed in preparation for ministry “about 
thirty,”  but  that  he  did  not  begin  it  until  after  the  forty  days  of 
temptation,  which takes  us  past  his  thirtieth birthday.   The word’s 
“began His ministry” are not strictly accurate in the New American 
Standard. The Greek ἀρχόμενος actually means “making a beginning,” 
and  arguably  his  baptism  was  the  first  step  of  preparation,  but 
Messiah was not looking to call disciples or minister publicly before 
his thirtieth year. He was immersed by John and anointed by the Holy 
Spirit, and then tested for forty days and forty nights. Then he was 
ready for service on his thirtieth birthday.  And this is the standard 
procedure according to Torah.

THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM

Astronomical Events:

1a. May 19, 3 B.C. Mercury conjuncts with Saturn. A Messenger  
goes before Adonai. (0.67°).199 This relates to John the Baptist.

1b. August 1, 3  B.C. Jupiter Heliacal Rising in the East. “For we 
saw His star in the east” (Mat. 2:1).200 The Magi identify Jupiter as 
Messiah’s star.

1c. Aug 12, 3 B.C. Jupiter conjuncts with Venus (0.07°).201 There  
will be a royal birth. This is the main event starting the sequence that 
draws the notice of the Maji.

2a.  Sept.  14,  3  B.C.   Jupiter  moves202 into  conjunction  with 
Regulus, the king star, in the sign of Leo, the Lion. The king will be  
born in Judea.  Regulus means king in Latin, and Leo means Lion. 
Judah’s symbol is the Lion.

2b. Nov. 28, 3 B.C. Jupiter reaches a stationary point and begins to 
move  west  in  the  star  field back toward  Regulus.  This  is  what  is 
called retrograde motion. 

3a.  Feb.  17,  2  B.C.  Jupiter  conjuncts  with  Regulus  (0.85°)  a 

199 @ 22:47 UT. From Jer. this was really May 20.
200 8/1, 3 B.C., 2h 52m 15s UT, (JD: 1720539.61962); sun alt. 0.003°; Jupiter 
alt  11.717°.  See note  202. The Babylonians kept extensive records of the 
heliacal risings of Jupiter.
201 Griffith Observatory, John Mosley.
202 Jupiter is moving in its proper eastward motion against the background of 
the stars at this point.
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second time.  The moon covers then uncovers Regulus.  He will  be  
made king.

3b.   March  28,  2  B.C.  Jupiter  reaches  a  stationary  point  and 
resumes  its  proper  eastward motion against  the  background of  the 
stars.

4.  May 8,  2  B.C.  Jupiter  conjuncts with Regulus the third time 
(0.72°). The moon covers then uncovers Regulus. He will be crowned 
king.  This last conjunction completes a loop d’ loop of Jupiter over 
Regulus. It is a rare triple conjunction.

5. June 17, 2 B.C. Jupiter and Venus conjunct again, only this time 
they actually appear to join, partially merging (0.01°). A spectacular 
double star is formed in the sign of Leo on the night of the full moon. 
A royal birth in Judea is imminent. No stellar object in the sky would 
be brighter then this conjunction.

6.  August  26,  2  B.C.  Six  days  before  Messiah  is  born,  Venus, 
Mercury,  Jupiter,  Mars assemble in the sign of Leo.  The sun is  in 
Virgo, and the moon about to enter Leo.  Thus six heavenly bodies  
assemble before the king, one behind, one in front, and four at his feet  
to await the birth of the second Adam. And the number of man is six,  
and counting inclusively from the assembly of the stars to his birth is  
seven days, and the number seven is the number of the Almighty. So  
the Almighty is born into the form of a man, and the stars lined up for  
his birth.

7. Sept 1, 2 B.C. After six days, which is Tishri 1, the new moon is 
under  the  feet  of  Virgo,  clothed  with  the  sun,  and  crowned  with 
twelve  stars.203 Rev.  12:1-3.  On  the  same  day,  at  dawn  was  the 
heliacal rising of Jupiter.204 This is when the Tsedeq (righteous one’s) 

203 There are a sufficient number of magnitude 4-6 stars around the head of 
Virgo  to  make a  crown  of  twelve  stars  with.  Exactly  which  ones  the 
prophecy means are uncertain. One can construct any number of crowns out 
of the various stars available.
204 Home Planet, 9/1, 2 B.C. @ 3h 14m 15s UT (JD: 1720935.63490), location 
Jerusalem, Israel; at sunrise, sun alt = 0.003°, Jupiter alt 11.715°; 11 degrees 
is considered just sufficient to observe the heliacal rising; on the preceding 
day it was 10.95°. The heliacal rising took place in conjunction with Venus, 
Mars, and Mercury. Jupiter was in the constellation of Leo, and precisely 
between the hind feet. See  The Indian Calendar, Sewell, pg. 37, note 2 for 
the  value  of  the  arc  of  vision  for  Jupiter.  “6.  The  degrees  of  setting 
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