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"The Assyrian scribes...and Arab writers, made the freest use of what their predecessors 
had put into writing. Professor Olmstead has called particular attention to the boldness 
with which Assurbanipal's scribes manufactured campaigns for the annals of their lord by 
"lifting" and embellishing the words of Esarhaddon's narratives. Indeed, it looks as if most 
of Assurbanipal's campaigning had been done with scissors and paste-pot. But he was by 
no means the first Oriental monarch who was surrounded by obsequious scribes who knew 
how to write history which would please their vainglorious lord. This sort of thing can be 
traced right back to the beginnings of written history. And no scribe thought it improper to 
lighten his labors or to make them acceptable by using the successful "writeups" of former 
scribes. I have called attention elsewhere to the fact that lists of conquered countries and 
cities are apt to appear almost unchanged in the records of successive rulers." (pg. 221, 
The American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures, D.D. Luckenbill, Vol. XLI, 
July 1925, No. 4., "Azariah of Judah.").

No. 39: IIK 21:19-26.

Amon
son of Manasseh

No. 40: IIK 22:1-23:30;

son of Amon

T39

T40

Adad-guppi, 
42 years

Adad-guppi, 
3 years

Adad-guppi born
104 years to 9th
year of Nabonidus

Adad-guppi inscription (the chronological parts):
29. From the 20th year of Assurbanipal, king of Assyria, that I was born (in)
30. until the 42nd year of Assurbanipal, the 3rd year of Assur-etillu-ili,
31. his son, the 21st year ofNabopolassar, the 43rd year ofNebuchadrezzar,
32. the 2nd year of Awel-Marduk, the 4th year of Neriglissar,
33. in 95 years

26. From the time of Assurbanipal, king of :A..ssyria, until the 9th year
27. of Nabu-na'id king of Babylon, the son, offspring of my womb
28. 104 years of happiness

40. endure not, (but) let him worship thy great godhead. In the 21 years 
41. of Nabopolassar, king of Babylon, in the 43 years of Nebuchadrezzar,

42. son of Nabopolassar, and 4 years of Neriglissar, king of Babylon,
43. (when) they exercised the kingship, for 68 years

Adad-guppi, excavated from the foundations of Harran's Great Mosque in 1952, 

Kandalanu
Sham

ash-shum
-ukin

BM 32312
BM 86379

3/18

3/14

3/11

3/20

3/16

3/25

3/21

4/3

4/5

4/2

3/30

4/7
3/27

Saturn observations
(BM

 76738
+ 76813) confirm

 
Kandalanu's reign, and also agree w

ith the use of 
the Scriptural equinox rule for the first m

onth.

1 Feb, 647
= Thoth 1

27 Jan 625
= Thoth 1Cf. British Museum Tablet No. 25127, and 

Finegan §429 on the accession of Nabopolassar.

Harvard 1899 M
ars Tablet

John P. Britton

A son of twenty and two 
years Amon was in his 
reigning, and two years he 
had reigned in Jerusalem. 2 
Kings 21:19

A son of eight years Josiah 
was in his reigning, and 
thirty and  one years he had 
reigned in Jerusalem. 2 
Kings 22:1

civil war
w/Assyria

Babylon falls


