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to the Selucid Era, and therefore the years were counted up by different authors differently. The 30 year figure assumes
an accession year, and the 31 year figure counts from 1. The 33 year figure counts Hyrcanus reign before he was
recognized by Antiochus VII.

M an | s Misted
23 == Diodotus Tryphon P BT
24 W _.* years = coins of Antiochus VII Rule began in July/Aug 138 BC. éli\ﬁocnlé‘lz?iilsu]i: 1,175: ge;f 173

— G| - , . s .

25 Simon murdered; 1Mac 16:14, 177 SE (correct to SE 175), in Shevat, 13, 140 BC
________ by his son in law Ptolemy, who conspired to take over the kingdom,
and allied himself with Antiochus VII, who then invaded when
175%| 2% Ptolemy did not prevail.
26 Hyrcanus abandons his Civil war against Ptolemy in the seventh year. Jos.
.. Ant. 13:234. Ptolemy flees when the siege is lifted. Less than a year later
— 3 ---"" Antiochus invades because his vassal Ptolemy was defeated.
176
27 yo _- Years according to Macedonian calculation.
1 177% Y _Anliochus VII invades in his 4th year, in
§._ PR R the Ist year (or accession year) of John
> w g Hyrcanus. Ant. 13:236.
5 <
sz | S 2
2 =5
2.9 <)
=] . | &
& ﬁ = E Helical setting of Pleiades coincides with a rainstorm saving the
g & Eﬂ' 2 .~~”" city during the seige. Ant.13:237. April 10, 135 BC.
2| 8|S F
% ? = Siege ended by agreement just after Tabernacles.
al, =(178

-

= g 2 E SE 5 While serving as a mercenary attachment in Antiochus VII's army, John Hyrcanus observed Shavuot

N @ _g on the day after the Sabbath (Jos. Ant. 13.252). This took place in 130 BC. Hyrcanus was a disciple

_g 3 E 179%| 6* of the Pharisees (Ant. 13.289), and so also Josephus (Life.12) so to arrive at the first day of the week

& . counting from viv, per the Pharisees opinion, requires a particular year. If the month of Aviv is

= ing from 16 Avi he Phari ini i icul: If the h of Aviv i

5 4 |180%| 7* /" properly calculated to begin before the spring equinox that year, then Shavuot coincided with the

g & /" Sabbath, and the synchronism does not work out, but if calculated with the first moon after the

5 |181%| 8* 131 e spring equinox, as the Seleucid Nisan was, then it fell on the day after the Sabbath. So if Josephus be
32 6 182 o J S truthful here, we have to conclude that the first month had been improperly postponed to after the
— spring equinox that year.
33 i 130[+
—— 7 |183* 129 B g
34 8 p— "= Antiochus VII killed in ambush.
35 —
— 9| T8 Second Reign
The Jews in Jerusalem and in the land of Judea send greetings to
36 10 h i It d in the land of Jud d i
their kindred, the Jews in Egypt, and wish them true peace! ..We
37 heir kindred, the Jews in E d wish th LW
are now reminding you to celebrate the feast of Booths in the
11 indi lebi the fe f hs in the
38 month of Kislev. Dated in the one hundred and eighty-eighth year.
12 2 Maccabees 1:1, 1:9-10. Hannukah is described as the feast of ___
39 e booths in Kisleu because it was like Sukkot.
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57 31 Ant. 20:240: 30 years. Assuming accesion year is used. Or 31 if not, Ant. 13:299. Or War 1:68: 33 years. Hyrcanus

------ never had complete regnal years calculated in contemporary records, but all reign lengths were derived from references
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