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Alexander Janneus
Queen Shalom

e
Aristobulus

Birth Herod the Great, he was born around 72 BC in Idumea. He was 
the second son of Antipater the Idumaean (Edomite), a high-ranking official 
under ethnarch Hyrcanus II, and Cypros, a Nabatean Arab princess from 
Petra.
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In Ant. 20:244 it says Aristobulus reigned "three years and as many months",  but in Ant. 14:97, 
"three years and six months";  Lewin suggests the correction is "six years and six months" 
making the years equal to the months. And this in fact works exactly right. cf. Fasti, 83. The 
best theory is that a copiest made and error confusing Aristobulus with Antigonus whose reign 

Ant. 14:4. Hyrcanus began his reign on the third year of the 
177th Olympiad when Quintus Hortensius and Quintus 
Metellus were consuls at Rome, but Aristobulus declared 
himself priest and king and made war on Hyrcanus until an 
agreement was struck.

Hyrcanus' to persuaded to come out of private life to renew 
his war for the throne when Aretas supplies him with an 
army.

Ant. 13.408 So she [Queen Alexandra] made Hyrcanus high priest, but much 
more because he cared not to meddle with politics, and permitted the Pharisees 
to do everything; to whom she ordered the multitude to be obedient. She also 
restored again those practices which the Pharisees had introduced, according to 
the traditions of their forefathers, and which her father-in-law, [John] Hyrcanus, 
had abrogated.

Aristobulus revolts in secret when the Queen falls ill planning 
to sieze the kingdom from his brother, but the Queen discovers 
the plot and takes his family as hostages, imprisoning them in 
the Temple fortress.

Hyrcanus agrees to let Aristobulus 
rule in exchange for peace and 
safety.
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Hyrcanus gives 
up his position.


