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Hasmonean king Antigonus is executed by Mark Antony voiding Roman covenant. The people in no wise accepted Herod's reign 
till Antigonus was executed, (Jos. Ant. 15:8-10), and this is why Antigonus' reign is reckoned to the end of 37 BC by Hasmonean 
loyalists, because to them he remained king while in prison. The execution was after Tishri 1, and so Hasmonean loyalists counted 
the year only as Herod's accession year. Josephus gives 27 years since Pompey took Jerusalem, but he did not realize that his source 
dated the end of Antigonus' reign at his execution. (cf. Jos. Ant 14:490)

The Roman General Pompey 
storms the Temple Mount on a 
fast day, Sabbath, Av 9 (July 
25) after a siege lasting about 
three months in 63 BC.   He 
restores Hyrcanus II. Ant. 
14:66.

Pathtians evicted by Ventidius

Siege of Samosata

Parthia Invades Syria

Pacorus slain, June 9

Gaius Antonius
Marcus Tullius Cicero
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Ant. 20:245
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Caesarian Era. Inclusively counted from Pompey's war with Caesar. The epoch 
increments sometime from June to August with year 1 being backdated. Coin 
experts are not exactly sure when during the summer the epoch changes. They are 
sure year 2 begins sometime in June-August 48 BC.

Caesar stayed in Egypt until April 47 BC living
with Cleopatra. See Jos. Ant. 14.158. See Usher.

In 47 BC when Caesar went from Egypt to Syria, he left Caesar Sextus in charge in Syria (cf. Dio 42.47), and sailed away (cf. Jos. 
Ant. XIV.156) Some time later, Herod, at age 25 was appointed by Antipater to govern Galilee (cf. Josephus Ant. XIV.158). This 
appointment must have happened at the very beginning of 46 BC, because just after Varus' Judgment of Herod's son, Josephus 
informs us he was "almost seventy." Our copies of Josephus have "15 years" here, but it is agreed that this is a mistake for 25.
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Cassius Dio 49.23 "The Romans accomplished nothing worthy of 
note in Syria."  Internal revolution in Parthia.

Agrippa

Antony's army moves from Egypt to Antioch

Mark Antony's invasion of Parthia begins (year of Gellius and Nerva) Dio 49.24. 
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Year 3 coins minted in Samaria. 
Hendin, 6th, pg 237 with legend 
of King Herod. The dating was 
unpopular and deleted from later 
coins.

 Fall of Jerusalem to Herod and Sosius in the month of Sivan, after at least a five month siege.  Ant. 14:487. Last Hasmonean king 
imprisioned. Dio 49:22-23. Dio writes, This was the course of events in the consulship of Claudius and Norbanus; during the following 
year the Romans accomplished nothing worthy of note in Syria. Cassius Dio here gives the true date of the fall of Jerusalem to Herod 
and Sosius in 38 BC.

Herod's brother Joseph perishes raiding grain supplies.

Antony sends Sossius to aid Herod.

The troops go into winter quarters, Jos. Ant. 14:406, 411,  
417,; Jos. War 1:297, 302, 308;

Most of the  troops go into winter quarters, Ant. 14:461, 465.
5 month siege begun in third year of Roman reign. Ant. 14:465, War 1:343-351

Herod appointed king September 30, Olympiad 184

Herod takes Galilee, then Joppa.
Herod lands at Ptolemais about Nov. 1

Early September: Treaty of Brundisium.

Herod sails into a freak  storm; he reaches Italy after peace is made.

Herod's Roman reign antedated to 
Hasmonean treason.

Antony and Octavian defeat Cassius 
and Brutus at Philippi. War 1:242. 
Herod is appointed tetrarch.
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Josephus (Ant. 15.7) notes a Sabbatic year was still going on, but his consular dating is wrong, 
and contradicts that of Cassius Dio.
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A 27 year era is calculated from this taking of Jerusalem to the end of the Hasmonean government when
Antigonus was executed by Mark Antony in Antioch before his invasion of Parthia. Jos. Ant. 14.488. Josephus
erred in conflating the date of Antigonus' execution with Herod's conquest of Jerusalem. We know this for sure
because the Sabbatic cycles agree with a date of 38 BC for the fall of Jerusalem, as well as the history of Cassius
Dio. The last Hasmonean king was executed in 36 BC.
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In early 63 BC, Pompey left Antioch and
marched south, occupying coastal cities
like Apamea, before crossing the Anti-
Lebanon Mountains and capturing Pella,
Jordanand Damascus. Ha
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Caesar murdered on March 15, 44 BC.


