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Gregory I

The Pope claims the Antichrist will cause the 
Sabbath to be kept free from work as well as Sunday 
when he comes. He acknowleges the existence of Sabbath 
observers, and does not seem to have the ability to persecute 
anyone except with words.

AD 614 After a 21 day siege Persia takes Jerusalem from 
the Byzantines. The Sassanids kill tens of thousands of 
Christians in the city.

Isidore of Seville

Isidore of Seville writes De fide catholica contra Iudaeos . He argued with Jews 
that God himself must work on the Sabbath since he is active every day. For the 
Visigothic kings, who had recently become Catholic, were trying to make the Jews 
into Christians by persecution.  Since God was active on the Sabbath, he concluded 
that Sabbath observance must be purely spiritual. But this contradicts Exodus 
31:17 and also a proper concept of the Almighty.

Licinianus of Cartagena

The Sunday Letter from Heaven:  His 
writings are the first to report on the letter from 
heaven forged in the name of Messiah that all 
Christians should observe Sunday in a manner like the 
seventh day Sabbath. This letter went through several 
versions, many languages, and appeared in many 
places, being promoted in the cause of Sunday 
observance. The fraud lasted for centuries even 
though it was detected and condemned by authorities. 
It was readily believed by the people and the lower 
ranking priests. The classic version is that the letter 
fell from heaven and landed on an altar where it was 
discovered. The requirements of the letter are 
consistent with Sunday Sabbatarianism in Visigothic 
Spain, and earlier writters.

Augustine of Canterbury: sent by Pope Gregory to “convert” the Celts, who however, 
were already Christians and refused to submit to Papal enslavement. The Celts used a 
Latin Bible unlike the Vulgate, and kept Saturday as a day of rest, with special religious 
services on Sunday. A.C. Flick, The Rise of the Mediaeval Church
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