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Artaxerxes I, Persia

Tablet VAT 5047 astronomical dating (-453 = 454 BC.)
Artaxerxes I, 11th year = 454.  "Night of the 25th, a few 
clouds; the moon was balanced 1 cubit in front of Mars" 
[6/15/454]. "Night of the 26th, the moon was behind 
Venus." [6/16/454].   The 28th, Mercury's last 
appearance in the east in the end of Aquarius. 
(3/11/453). 1 Cubit = 1.5 to 2.0 deg. Balanced = near 
conjunction.

H
igh Priest: Yoiakim

H
igh Priest: Yoiakim

N
eh. 12:10-11

Artaxerxes I, Persian reign

Artaxerxes I, Judea
Artaxerxes I, Judean reign

A
rtaxerxes I, Egypt

Artaxerxes I, Egypt

Artaxerxes I
styled Cyrus, Isa. 44:26

450

458
BC

459 
BC

450

458
BC

459 
BC

465 
BC

Tablet VAT 5047

Egyptian Revolt led by Inaros II

Persian DefeatX

Persian victory in 
Egypt

X

Athens sends fleet to Egypt Cyprus falls
Persian fleet annihilated

X

Seige of "White Fort"

Sparta enters the war

Megabyzus army arrives

Phoenecian fleet controlls Mediterranian

Athens fleets destroyed.

Walls nearly finished

The King orders to cease building,  
Ezra 4:21, promising decree later.

Je
ru

sa
le

m
Je

ru
sa

le
m

Xerxes murdered Aug 4-8, 465
British Museum Tablet 32234, LBAT 1419

Nisan 1 in 458 BC is a Sabbath. 
Adar 30 a Friday. Ezra would 
not have appointed Nisan 1 this 
year for the rendevous at the 
river Ahava.

Nisan 457 BC is in the 8th year of 
Artaxerxes by all reckonings. 

End Artaxerxes accession year Judean Reckoning.

Cairo Sandstone Stele. Sivan = Mechir, yr 7 of Artaxerxes 
458 BC, (6 June to  13 June)

Kraeling 1. Phamenoth 25 = Sivan 20, yr 14 of Artaxerxes
451 BC , July 6/7 (ss-sr)

BM 32234: June 5, Lunar Eclipse

BM 32234: Nov. 29 Lunar Eclipse

Themistocles interview with Artaxerxes

T
hem

istocles learns 
P

ersian for a year

Aramaic Papyri 6, 21 Xerxes, א  Artaxerxes
Kisleu 18 = Thoth [7, 14, 17], Jan 2-3. Only 
agrees with Nisan epoch. The document was 
an affidavit of a Persian, and the notary (judge) 
was also Persian.

Possible regency under Artabanus

Artabanus guilt in Xerxes
death discovered, slain by 
Artaxerxes.

Regency

Manetho misinterpreted the regency 
as a 7 month reign.

The main reason I have set down 
the Tishri version of Artaxerxes I 
is to show that chronologies 
equating 457 BC to the 7th year 
are untennable. This Judean 
reckoning is, in fact, not needed 
for any dates in this chronology.

Adar II

AP 8: Kislev 21 = Mesore 1, yr 6 of Artaxerxes = Nov 11/12 (ss-sr), 460 BC. There is no 
scribal error in this document as Horn and Wood allege. The Yeb Jews simply failed to add 
II Adar in the spring of 460 BC. Only the Tishri reckoning shown (460.T/459.T) ˚ts the 
6th year, showing once again that chronologies equating 458.T/457.T to the 7th year are 
incorrect. 

Possible age of Artaxerxes

17 Dec 465
= Thoth 1

465 
BC

464 
BC

Ezra arrrived under the High Priest
Yohanan (cf. Ezra 10:6) in the 
reign of Artaxerxes II, which was 
not this year, because the HP was 
Yoiakim.

Kilseu 20 (cf. Ezra 10:8-9) falls 
on Sunday, putting Sabbath 
within the travel period,

During this time Ezra is 
ordained and anointed 
as a priest.
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Nehem
iah's adm

inistration, first term

H
igh Priest: Eliashib

N
eh.12:10-

11 Neh. 1:1, 20th yr (Jub. cycle), 9th month, Kisleu: Hannaniah's report

Neh. 2:1, 20th yr, 1st month, Nisan: wall decree

Neh. 5:11: Debt release enforced.

Neh. 6:15: walls finished

Neh. 7:73b-8:1; Reading of 
Torah by Ezra the Priest
and scribe. Deut. 31:10

D
an. 9:25

Artaxerxes I, Persian reign

H
igh Priest: Eliashib

N
eh.12:10-11

First Sabbatical Year

Sabbatical Year

Sometime after the wall dedication Ezra 
returned to Babylon to raise support and bring 
more exiles to Jerusalem.

Artaxerxes I, Judean reign
Artaxerxes I, Judean 
reign

Artaxerxes I, Egypt

Nehemiah

447 
BC

450
BC

446
BC

445 
BC

444
BC

19

20

21

20

X X X XX X

X XXX

446
BC

445 
BC

X

X

447 
BC

450
BC

Artaxerxes I, Egypt

444
BC

Judea cut off from Persia by the 
revolt of the Satrap of Beyond the 
River.

walls razed, gates burned per Hannaniah's 
report. News does not reach Persia till after 
the revolt of Megabyzus.

Province beyond the 
river restored to Persia.

M
egabyzus'revolt

W
alls

finished
in 52 days

Sun, July 13

Tue, Sept 2 Elul 25

Av 3

In 444 BC, 25 Elul was on Monday, 21 September. Counting back 52 
days leads to Sabbath  on August 1st. Nehemiah would not begin a 
building project on the Sabbath. Compare the 4th year of Solomon, 
when he began building the Temple.

In 444 BC, the new moon of Nisan was April 2, Julian day 1559344.19.  A 
friday in AD 33 (Nisan 14) is April 3, Julian day 1733204. The inclusive 
difference is 173860 days. This is too short for the assumed theory (360 x 69 
x 7 = 173880 days) based on Sir Robert Anderson by 20 days. Also, 
Anderson's calculation to AD 32 has been disproved by there being no 
suitable weekday date for 14 Nisan that year.

1. Yeshua ben Tzadoq

We have 3 witnesses for this Tishri rendition, AP 6 (464), BM 32234 (465), and AP 8 (460). Nevertheless, the 
ommission of the king's name in Neh. 1:1 also points to a cipher for the 20th year of the Jubilee cycle.

X

Begin counting 49 years (7 x 7) until the 
administration of Ezra, the first anointed in Daniel 
9.

U
ntil Ezra

Blowing of Trumpets at the wall 
dedication on Tishri 1. Neh. 12:41.
Cf. Neh. 13:1-3.

Eve of the Sabbatic Year

20th year of the 
Jubilee Cycle
Neh. 1:1

And you should know, and you should understand, from the going out of 
word to restore and to build Yerushalayim until an Anointed Prince, sevens 
seven;
also sevens sixty and two. She will return, and she will have been built, street 
and wall, and in distress of the times. And after the sevens sixty and two, 
Messiah shall be cut off, and none [are] for him.

Count 7 Sabbatic
Years to Ezra

Count 7x7 =
49 years

Years to Ezra

Addaru IIcf. 473 BC, non-intersecting year

cf. 473 BC, intersecting

12 
months

Biblical date: Neh. 6:15

Local Persian date

Not Persian
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Yoiada

2nd Term

H
igh Priest: Eliashib

Nehemiah deposes High Priest Yoiada and bans his son. His other  son 
is too young to serve. His brother Yohanan suceeds to High 
Priesthood, and Yaddua is named as next heir for the office.

N
ehem

iah

H
igh Priest: Yohanan

N
eh.12:10-11

Neh. 5:14
Eliashib's compromise with Tobiah

Yoiada takes Sanballat's daugther for his eldest son Yehonatan. Neh. 13:28.

D
arius II, Persia

Artaxerxes I, Judean reign

Egyptian
Calendar

Darius The PersianNeh. 12:22

3. Eliashib

4. Yoiada
(deposed)

(5) Yehonatan
(minor?)

6. Yehohanan/Yohanan
(Killed brother in self 
defense)

7. Yaddua

1. Yeshua ben Tzadoq

2. Yoiakim

Yeshua
(provoked
fight and 
slain)

Black arrows indicate the HP 
succession. Red arrows idicate 
descent.

Kraeling 8: Tishri 6 = Payni 22, year 8 

Kraeling 7: Tishri = Epiphi, yr 4 of Darius II
420 BC, Oct 2 (sr-ss) to Oct 30

Judea

AP 20: Elul = Pay[ni], year 4, Darius II, 420 BC

TAD A4.1: Passover Leter. Sender Hananiah (deputy gov. of Judea) to Yeb on 
Elephantine Island. Instructions from Darius to keep Passover. 5th Darius II

H
ananiah

Kraeling 6: Pharmuthi 8 = Tammuz 8, yr 3 Darius II = July 11/12 (ss-
sr), 420 BC. This document appears to support the use of a Tishri 
epoch by the Elephantine scribes for the reign of Darius II.

8 Dec 424
= Thoth 1

Kraeling 5. Sivan 20 = Phamenoth 
7, year 38 of Artaxerxes I

Kraeling 4, no match to Tishri
reckoning

Term ends at
32 year of king

A non Jewish Persian is
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N
eh.12:10-11

Persian Reign

Ezra appointed Governor of 
Judea by Artaxerxes II

Yohanan and his brother quarrel, and the brother is slain in the 
Temple in self defense. The Persian General Bagoses persecutes 
the Jews for seven years, imposing tribute on every sacrifice, 
"[He] polluted the temple, and imposed tributes on the Jews, 
that out of the public stock (Temple Treasury), before they 
offered the daily sacrifices, they should pay for every lamb fifty 
shekels (Jos. Ant. 11.297). This tax was rescinded in the letter 
for Ezra, and the ministers given a permenant tax excemption.

Yohanan's brother Yehoshua plans to usurp the High 
Priests position with the help of Bagoses.

Ba
go

se
s 

Pe
rs

ec
ut

io
n

Bagoses /Bigvai
Adm

inistration

Elephantine Papyrus TAD A4.7 = AP 30 = 20th Marheshwan, 17th 
year Darius, to Bigvai (Bagohi) and Yohanan.

Plea to rebuild Yeb Temple: Nov 25, 407 BC

Possible Artaxerxes II, 
Judean reign, notconfirm

ed

Persia lost control of Egypt

Persia lost Egypt in Nov 400

Artaxerxes II
styled Cyrus, Isa. 44:28

Ezra

Unto an Anointed Ruler are seven sevens....Dan 9:25, Ezra 8:36.

AP 28: Shevat 24, yr 13 = Hathyr 9, 
year 14 of Darius II = Feb 10/11 (ss-
sr) 410 BC. Again, it is unclear if the 
year 13 date is a Nisan or Tishri 
epoch.

Kraeling 9: Marcheshvan 24 = 
Mesore 29, year 1, Artaxerxes II 
= Nov 25/26  (ss-sr), 404 BC

Kraeling 10: Adar 20 = Choiak 8, 
year 3 of Artaxerxes = March 9  
(sr-ss) or March 9/10 (ss-sr), 402 
BC

AP 25: Kislev 3, year 8 = Thoth 12, year 9, of Darius II = 416 BC, 
December 16/17 (ss-sr). In this document dated year 8 and 9 
of Darius it is clear the regnal year differs in  two epochs. For 
year 8, it is unclear if it is a Tishri epoch or a Nisan epoch.

Kraeling 8: Tishri 6 = Payni 22, year 8 
of Darius II = 416 BC, Sept 22 (sr-ss)

Yeb Temple DestroyedYehohanan made no replies to Yeb Temple pleas.

Letter sent to sons of Sanballat by Yeb Jews

Very likely accession after Tishri 1, 405 BC

Adar IINo Adar II

The Seventh Year

First departure date, Nisan 1, Mon, Apr 5, 398, Ezra 7:9.
Departure date, Nisan 12, Apr 16, Frid dawn; Ezra 8:31. The exiles depart after the 
Levites have been sent for.

Arrival, Av 1, Sabbath, July 31, 398. They arrived at the city gates on the eve of the 
Sabbath, and set up camp. They were allowed into the city on the Sabbath, Ezra 7:9.

The treasure weighed out on Av 4, Ezra 8:32-33; Tue, Aug 3, 398 BC.

Ezra's
A

dm
inistration

Ezra 10:17:  The issue of the pagan marriages comes to and end. Nisan 1 (Fri, 3/24). 
And it is in the 49th year from the decree of Artaxerxes I for building the walls.

The people of Judea are summoned to an emergency assembly, 18 Kisleu (Tue, Dec. 14, 398 
BC). On the third day they assemble (20 Kisleu, Thu. Dec 16, 398 BC). Ezra 10:8-9.

On the first day of Tevet (Sun, Dec. 26, 398 BC), the court holds its first session 
to deal with the mixed marriages. Ezra 10:16.

7 x 7 years

Daniel 9:25

2 Dec 405
= Thoth 1344

Ezra arrrived under the High 
Priest
Yohanan (cf. Ezra 10:6) in the 
reign of Artaxerxes II.

H
P: Yohanan

H
P: Yohanan

Anointed Priest and ruler

M
ashiaɦ

N
agid

A non Jewish Persian is
appointed as governor, placed in 
sequence between Nehemiah and 
Ezra by Aramaic Papyri 30 (TAD 
A4.7), dated to 407 BC. Detailed 
in Josephus Antiquities 11:7.1.

The king responded to the sacrifice tax imposed by Bagoses in his letter for Ezra, 
"Touching any of the priests and Levites, singers, porters, Nethinims, or ministers of this 
house of the Almighty, it shall not be lawful to impose toll, tribute, or custom, upon them 
(Ezra 7:24).

Bagoses

BC

Last of the 
Seven 
Sabbaths

cf. 473 BC, intersecting year

cf. 473 BC, non-intersecting year, local Judean date
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H
igh Priest: Yohanan

A
rtaxerxes II

Daniel 9:25

Daniel 9:25

H
igh Priest: Yohanan

According to the Seventh Day Adventist chronology, the “the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, 
and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under 
foot” (Dan. 8:13) was happening at this time for 2300 years (457 BC to AD 1844). We must 
understand that grasping the Sabbath truth does not certify the correctness of their chronology 
any more than Jewish Sabbath observance certifies the chronology of Seder Olam. It is plainly 
clear that literal events contradict this chronology. The Temple was up and operating at this time 
in its proper manner. Adventist interpreters therefore resort to claims of invisible or doctrinal 
“desolation” that cannot actually be verified by history, and invisible cleansing the temple of 
heaven.

End of the 
7 x 7
years

Start of
the

62 Sevens
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332 331

Darius III 
defeat

Siege of
Tyre

Sept 19=Tishri 1

Siege of  Gaza
Seot, 332 BC

Conquest
of Egypt

Alexander in
Judea

Artaxerxes II

N
eh.12:10-11

H
igh Priest: Yaddua

N
eh.12:10-11

Artaxerxes III
Arses

Artaxerxes III
also styled Cyrus

Dating of Yohanan silver coin showing him still HP.

The last dating for Artaxerxes II is day 10, month 8, regnal year 46 
(Ungnad, Vorderasiatische Schriftdenkmäler, Leipzig, 1908, VI, no. 186; 
see Weissbach, ZDMG 62, 1908, pp. 646-47).

21 Nov 359
= Thoth 1

16 Nov 338
= Thoth 1

15 Nov 336
= Thoth 1

Philip II is assassinated and
Alexander becomes king.

The Macedonian reign would be calculated
from the first moon after the fall equinox.

Sabbath Year
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Tan column: Syrio-Macedonian method of counting Seleucid Era (SE), which was
eventually adopted by Hellenistic Jews living in the Seleucid Empire. The Greek
calendar began their year with the first new moon after the fall equinox, a month they
called Dios, which usually corresponds to the month of October. This month almost
always corresponded to the 8th month on the biblical calendar, but non-Hellenistic
Jews mapped this era to begin with Tishri 1 at a later period.

H
igh Priest: Yaddua

Darius III

Alexandar
Philip III

AlexanderIV

BCThe Seleucid Era

Perdiccas
Regent

Ptolem
y I Soter, independantsatrap

Perdiccas fails to recover Egypt from Ptolemy I Soter.

Antipater
Regent

Polyperchon, Regent for Alexander IV

Seleucus I Nicator

Lysim
achus

Partition at Babylon of satrapies

First War of the Diadochi (322-320)

Lysim
achus,  satrap

of Thrace

14 Nov 332
= Thoth 1

12 Nov 324
= Thoth 1

10 Nov 317
= Thoth 1

The statement in 1 Mac. 1:7 that he died in
the 12th year of his reign is an error.

M
acedon

Last recorded
year

Alexandar

Darius II defeated at Gaugamela,
October 1, 331 BC.

Darius dies

Alexander crosses the Hellespont to conquer Persia.

Alexander crosses the Taurus into Cilicia.
Siege of Tyre.
Siege of Gaza.
Conquest of Egypt.

Egypt

Alexander, hailed as liberator in Egypt,
is adopted as an Egyptian god and
becomes Pharoah.

Alexandria founded. Alexander
leaves Egypt never to return.

Alexandar
Babylon

May, 326. Battle of Hydaspes
River, Pakistan (India)

After this Alexander's army mutinied and refused to continue the war at the
Hyphasis River, because they were exhausted from war.

Alexander dies of debauchery induced illness on June 10 or 11, 323 BC,
at the age of 32, in the former palace of Nebuchadnezzar II.

Judea submits to Alexander.
Alexander agrees to preserve
Jewish customs, and agrees to
remit taxes iu the Sabbath year.

A
lexander

IV
w
as

an
infant

co-king
w
ith

P
hilip

III.

Seleucid
Era

Oct 7
Dios 1

The battle of Gaza

The yellow column represents the Seleucid era counted on a spring basis according to
the Babylonian method using an accession year, which may at times have been used by
Babylonian Jews. Year 1 starts with the spring following the battle. Generally, the use of
this era is found only in cuneiform sources. The counting of the first 6 years is
retroactive before Seleucus I conquered Babylon.
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Era of the
Greeks

Cassander

Antigonus
I

Lysim
achus, king

of Thrace & Asia M
inor

Ptolem
y I Soter, Egypt

Philip IV of M
acedon

Antipater II of M
acedon

Alexander V of M
acedonDem

etrius I
PyrrhusLysim

achus

Ptolem
y Keraunos

Antigonus II 
Gonatas

M
eleager

Sosthenes

Antipater Etesias

A
ntigonus II G

onatas
Pyrrhus

Antiochus
I Soter

Ptolem
y II Philadelphus

Four Kingdoms emerge from Alexander's Empire. Dan. 7:6; Dan 8:8.

7 Nov 305
= Thoth 1

2 Nov 285
= Thoth 1

M
acedon

In the place of this I had been looking, and behold-ye another, like a
leopard, and belonging to it the four wings of a bird upon her back, and
four heads belonging to the animal, and dominion had been given to it.
(Dan. 7:6). And as it be getting strong, its great horn had been shattered.
Then ascend four prominent ones under (or in place of) it toward the
four winds of the heavens. (Dan. 8:8). Then he says behold I am making
known thou that which will be in the latter part of the rage, that is for the apointed
time of the end. (Dan. 8:19). And in the latter part of their kingdom... (Dan. 8:23).

This text was carefully composed by the prophet to allow for a prototypical fulfilment in the
near term, and a far future one. As usual in a proto typical fulfilment details are left
unfulfilled, for which it is necessary for the context to repeat itself at a future date in which
the details can be fulfilled. The historicist school is a history only school of interpretation.
The Preterist school is a past tense only school. Both these schools deny that a fuller future
fulfilment remains. The translation above is straight from the Aramaic/Hebrew. (Daniel used
Hebrew texts in his Aramaic text.) The leopard is Alexander's Empire. The back of the beast
may be thought of as the territory of the Empire, partitioned into four, for which we have
Egypt, Babylon-Syria, Asia-Minor, and Greece. The term under in Hebrew is used to mean
both a place or territory and also to denote sucession of rulers. The terms latter part of their
kingdom means a latter day reconstitution of these kingdoms. The concept is not unfamiliar in
history. The Hittite Empire ended ca. 1217 BC in the Bronze Age Collapse, but in a later day
there was a revival of what is called the Neo-Hittite Kingdoms, which traded with Solomon.
So the latter part of a kingdom is actually the revival of a former kingdom in some form, e.g.
the Holy Roman Empire, or Byzantine Rome following Rome. For this reason, and the
additional context of Dan. 8:19 and 8:23 the historical only and past tense only schools of
interpretation are dead wrong.

Era of the
Greeks

The four heads did not last
long, and were soon reduced
to three.

His kingdom was
divided up by Lysi-
machus and Seleu-
cus, but his son De-
metrius survived and
went on to seize
control of Macedonia
in 294 BC.

To Sept, 281 BC Antiochus I Soter continued the year count of his
father Seleucus I Nicator effectively beginning the
Seleucid Era and making it distinct from the reign
of Seleucus I.

A Pseudo-Pious Fraud: The Letter of Aristeas
(1) The tale's purpose is to get Jews to accept the LXX as a work of authority and fidelity to
the original Hebrew. (2) The target is Greek speaking Jews. (3) The letter's narrative is
framed as reporting events surrounding publication of the LXX, sent from Aristeas to his
brother Philocrates. Aristeas represents himself as a pagan member of Ptolemy's court sent
in an embassage to Jerusalem to get a copy of the Torah. (4) The letter has been since proved
to be non-contemporary with the events reported to the brother, and is no earlier than 200
BC, almost 50 years later according the most optimistic theory of Schurer, who called the
letter Jewish propaganda under a heathen mask. Letters, of course, are not sent to tell
relatives things that happened almost a lifetime afterward. (5) In response to the embassy,
the High Priest is said to have sent (a) a Torah scroll written in gold letters, (b) 72 Greek and
Hebrew speaking Jewish elders, six each from the 12 tribes of Israel. This was later exposed
as a lie, when it was found that the Greek of the LXX is marked with peculiarly Egyptian
terms, that would not be used by Greek speakers from outside Egypt, such as the LXXII
were claimed to be. (6) The Greek of the letter itself is non-contemporary. (7) Dates of
composition proposals have been 200 BC, most likely 96-63 BC based on names and terms
used, and improbably late during Caligula's reign. (8) The author claims the translators
consulted one another on the best rendition into Greek, but the later Church Fathers claimed
that the 72 worked in separated cells, and that when the results of their work were compared
all the translations were identical. (9) The Church Fathers also added that Ptolemy himself
has proposed they work separately as a test of their trustworthiness. (10) They claimed that
the whole of the Torah, Prophets, and Writings were translated by this method, when it is
certain that no more than the five books were produced. (11) Epiphanius even includes
apocryphal books in the claim. The number of embassies multiplies to two appearing in
Justin's Apology. (12) Ever since the nadir of these pious claims for the LXX, and even
starting before it, translators and scholars have been correcting the LXX back toward the
Masoretic Text, so that there are multiple editions of the LXX up to the modern age, each
getting closer and closer to the MT. (13) It has been often charged that the Rabbis changed
the Hebrew text, and that the LXX represents the original to thwart prophecies about
Yeshua. However, scholars have since proved that the Jews are not guilty of changing the
texts themselves.
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24 Oct 247
= Thoth 1

18 Oct 222
= Thoth 1

Era of the
Greeks

Era of the
Greeks

It is during the reign of Ptolemy Philadelphius in Egypt that the Letter of Aristeas claims the
Septuagint (LXX) or Greek translation of the Torah was made. The letter has been since proved by
modern scholars, both Christian and Jewish, before the age of biblical skepticism, to be a
fabricated narrative, that sort of pernicious lie that mixes history and falsehood to promote a false
conclusion.
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= Thoth 1

7 Oct 180
= Thoth 1

Era of the
Greeks

Era of the
Greeks

Ptolemy's plan to attack Coele-Syria was discovered by Antiochus, and so Antiochus was
ready for the Egyptians, and defeated them. The Seleucids seized Pelusium, and so as not
to alarm Rome, Egypt's ally, they allowed Ptolemy to continue ruling as a puppet at
Memphis. Only Alexandria remained unconquered, which declared a new king, the brother
of Ptolemy VI as Ptolemy VII. The brothers resolved not to fight a civil war, and so
Antiochus resolved to take Alexandria by force, but the Roman ambassador drew a line
around him on the ground and said he should leave Egypt, and give him a reply before
stepping out of the circle, or he would be at war with Rome!

Egypt

Syria

Battle of Callinicus

Antiochus retreats back to Jerusalem in a rage and begins
to take out his wrath on the Jewish nation.

The start of
7 years.

He began his reign in the 137th
year of the Greeks. 1 Mac. 1:10.

A liberal Jewish faction appeals to Antiochus to authorize the introduction of forbidden
Hellenistic customs into Israel, which he authorizes them to do, setting aside the Torah, which
had been the Law in Judea from the days of Ezra. 1 Mac. 1:11.

Jason HP

↑↓

↑↓

1st Egyptian Year

1st Egyptian Year ended with 12
Oct, 204 BC. Reign began
July/August 204, at the age of 5

Egypt
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1Mac 1:54; altar desolated 25
Kisleu. 28 Nov, 168, Mon.

Mattathias dies: 1 Mac 2:70

1Mac 4:28: 2nd invasion. Israel sounds
the trumpets and gains the victory even
though outnumbered by six to one.
Lysias retreats to Antioch.

1Mac 4:52: Hannukah
Nov 25, 165, 25 Kislev

1Mac 6:16: Antiochus IV dies during his campagin in 
upper Mesopotamia. He appoints Philip as regent.

Antiochus V Eupator and Lysias (Regent)
2Mac 13:1; 1 Mac 6:28: Lysias' Invasion: Lysias raises new and larger army, and attacks first at a
fortress south of Jerusalem called Beth-zur, to which he lays siege. Judah comes out to meet them,
but is forced to retreat into the countryside. Beth-zur is forced to surrender when Lysias allows them
to live and keep Torah in exchange. The narrator says they could not hold out because provisions
were low because there had been a Sabbatical year in the land (ὅτι σάββατον ἦν τῇ γῇ), 1 Mac.
6:49. The refugees from the Jews brought to Judea had eaten up the surplus, and a new harvest had
not yet reprovisioned the fortress. Lysias advanced to Jerusalem, and after a seige of many days,
offered to let them keep their laws and live if they would surrender the city, because he had heard that
Philip was trying to seize his regency. The terms are agreed, but Lysias breaks the terms and
demolishes the fortress of Zion. Then he departed in haste to fight against Philip, the regent that was
supposed to replace him.

Ptolem
y VIII Physcon

A
n
t. 12:434

Judah 
M

accabee

Antiochus' retreat from 2nd 
Egypt invasion: 30 July, 168

Antiochus takes half his army east
after he appointed Lysias to subdue the
Maccabees revolt, and totally destroy
Israel. 1Mac 3:37. Lysias sends his
army against Judea which is defeated
by Judah Maccabee.

1094 days —
X

Antiochus IV

SE

At the end of two full years 
they returned. 1 Mac. 1:29.

SE

Judah Maccabee sends embassy to Rome to
make a treaty with Rome. 1 Mac. 8.

Ptolem
y

VI Philom
etor

Macedonia was absorbed by
Rome and the end of the
third Macedonian War.

M
acedonia

1Mac 1:20: Temple plundered in 143 SE. As he passes through Jerusalem, 
Antiochus plunders the Temple, but otherwise returns to Syria. Two years later, he sends 
an army and collector of tribute, that falsely spoke peace, but then attacked the city, took 
the people captive and abolished the Torah.

In the midst of the seven he makes the
sacrifice cease, and commands the people
to false worship on pain of death.

Unto evening and daybreak two thousand
and three hundreds. Then the sanctuary will
have been getting cleansed. Dan. 8:14. The
2300 are 2300 daily offerings, which at two
per day is 1150 days. In this case the
abomination of desolation was for less time
than Daniel predicts for the final future
fulfillment.

X X represents the time required to cleanse the Temple, and
to make a new mennorah, a new shewbread table, and
other new vessels, as well as to press new oil.

When the Temple was finished being cleansed, it was put
into operation. The celebration lasted 8 days, as during the
season of Sukkot. The first act was to offer the daily
offering early in the morning. 1 Mac. 4:52.

Judah M
accabee

Judah is chosen to be
the commander by his
father Mattathias.

Judah serves as High
Priest while the Mac-
cabees have the temple
under their control.

Judah 
HP

Lysias mobilizes a new army, 60,000
infantry and 5000 cavalry. 1 Mac. 4:28.

1Mac 1:54 says the 15th day here in error, but 1Mac. 4:54
tells us they restored the daily on the anniversary of the
day on which the Gentiles had desecrated it. 1 Mac 1:59
says they renewed the abomination on the 25th day of
each following month. Josephus also indicates the 25th
day. A similar mistake is made in Josephus concerniung
Herod's age in 47 BC. Also note error in 1 Mac 1:7 on the
length of Alexander's reign.

Mennorah, incense altar, sabbath bread
table, and temple vessels plundered and
carried off.

During this time, wars against surrounding Gentiles plotting to exterminate all Jews in their
midst. Many Jews brought to Judea. 1 Mac 5. Meanwhile the Greek Acra (fortress) in
Jerusalem is still holding out, and Judas fails to take it. 1 Mac. 6:20. The year 150 is clearly
an error and should be year 148.

Lysias learns the king is dead, and 
becomes general-regent for Eupator

Escaped messengers from the Jerusalem
garisson beg Lysias to save them from
Judah. 1 Mac 6

Lysias defeats Philip

Judah did not surrender, but
hid out in the countryside
with the support of the pious
Jews there. As a result
heretical high priests took
over when Bacchides came to
Jerusalem to install the
Alcimus.

This Shemittah year is referred to in 1 Mac.
6:49, but subsequent authors like Josephus
(Ant. 12.378) misread the text, which does
not say it was a sabbatical year, but only
that the Sabbath year was the cause of
failing provisions during the time of war,
which fell in the season after that year. Of
course if Israel were being blessed, there
would be no lack at all.

Ptolem
y VIII Physcon
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Dem
etrius I Soter

Alcimus apointed HP by Demetrius 2Mac.
14:4 (151 SE), 13, 1Mac 7:9, and Bacchides
is sent with a large army to take vengeance
on pious Jews.

Jonathan HP

Alexandar Balas

1Mac. 9:24: Severe Famine. Bacchides launches a political persecution against the supporters of 
Judah. Jonathan is chosen to replace Judah and lead the rebellion, and hides in the wilderness. 
Meanwhile, Bacchides fortifies all the cities and takes leading citizens as hostages.

Nicanor defeated Adar 13, SE 151, 1Mac 7:43. His severed head 
and hand are put on display. Thus the land of Judea was in rest a 
little while. 7:50. For a year.Hasm

onean Era

Alcimus dies of a stroke in the 153rd year, 2nd month. 1Mac. 9:54. Josephus reports he
had been HP for 3 (Ant. 20.237) and 4 years (Ant. 12:413). The 3 year figure is correct.
Bacchides returns to the king and leaves Judah in peace.

Two years peace: 1Mac 9:57. 

Alcim
us HP

A
nt. 20:237

Dem
etrius I Soter

Judah Maccabee receives
copy of ratified alliance
with Rome. 1 Mac 8

Rom
an Alliance

Demetrius hears that his general Nicanor and army were defeated,
and that all of them had been utterly destroyed when the people
had joined the fight from the towns. 1 Mac. 9:1.

7

Oct 9
Dios 1

Tishri 1, Sep 9; Jonathan is appointed High Priest during the seventh month in year 160 SE
(1 Mac. 10:1, 21) which did not end for another month, since the Syrio-Macedonian year
begins with the moon after the fall equinox, in this year on October 9.

1Mac. 10:1 Alexander Balas takes Ptolemais, 160 SEAlexander Balas begins his
civil war with Demetrius.

King Demetrius sends another army to defeat Judah. The first month
of the 152nd year [the Greeks] encamped before Jerusalem. 1 Mac.
9:3 They had 20,000 infantry and 2000 cavalry.

1Mac. 9:3-18: When Judah's army of 3000 sees the numbers of their enemy, they lose heart, and
his army melts away down to 800. Judah is killed in battle, despite the fact that the odds were
worse in previous battles he had won. There is no accounting for this other than that Judah had
broken the Torah and made a treaty with Rome, or that the pious Jews were too willing to make
peace with the Hellenistic Jews, and the people had begun to fear circumstances rather than the
Most High.

A
nt. 20.237

Judah M
accabee

Demetrius I escapes from Rome and 
makes war against Lysias. Demetrius defeats Lysias 1Mac 7:1. He gives orders to

execute regent Lysias and the boy king Eupator.

A heretical Hellenistic High
Priest takes Judas' position.

Bacchides realizes that Judah is running an
insurgency and is too strong for him. He returns to
the king, who sends Nicanor, a bitter enemy of Israel
to root out Judah.

Bacchides returns and tries to get Jonathan arrested secretly. 1Mac 9:58-61. But the plot fails.
Jonathan withdraws to Bethbasis. Bacchides gathers his army and lays siege to it. Jonathan
conducts guerilla warefare in the countryside striking down those Jews in league with the
enemy. 1 Mac. 9:66. Simon also made a foray from Bethbasis and burned the engines of war
constructed against them. Bacchides was defeated and withdrew venting his anger on those
Jews which had joined his side. But Jonathan is able to negotiate peace with him, and agrees
to return to his own country and release Jonathan's allies whome he had taken prisoner.
Jonathan became judge at Michmash, and exiled the apostate Jews from Israel (1 Mac. 9:73).

No High Priest

Scholars agree that the 4 year figure given
in Ant. 13:46 is an error, and the the truth
must be 7 years. See Whiston., Ant.
13.46. Footnote.

The true figure is Ant. 20:237. Josephus
has a habit of making errors in his earlier
work and then updating it later to the
correct figure.

The 4 year figure in Ant.
12:413 is an error correctd
later in 20:237.

The 3 year figure in Ant.
12:434 is an error since Judas
outlasted his High Priesthood
as a guerilla.

Jonathan
Judge

M
ichm

ash

Ptolem
y

VI Philom
etor

Alexander Balas makes
Jonathan High Priest in
oreder to win him to his
side in the civil war with
Demetrius.

Demetrius allows Jonathan to raise and army and fortify Jerusalem, because of his civil
war with Alexander Balas, but Alexander Balas wins Jonathan's friendship instead.
The apostate garrisons abandon their fortresses. 1 Mac 10:12-14.

Jonathan becomes judge at Michmash. The apostate
(Hellenized) Jews abandoned by Bacchides continue to
garrison the cities.

A desparate Demetrius promises the Jews the moon, but
Jonathan does not trust him because of his former evil.

June 150 BC. Demetrius I Soter is slain in battle.
Jos. Ant. 13.58-61; 1 Mac. 10:50.

Alexander Balas' rebellious governor of Coelesyria,
Apollonius Daus took advantage of the king's distraction by
Demetrius II's threat to the Seleucid Empire to attack Jonathan
Maccabee. See Jos. Ant. 13.86-102. When Jonathan beat him,
king Alexander was not offended, but rewarded him. The
account in 1 Mac. 10:67-89 is incorrect to say that this
Apollonius was appointed by Demetrius. So I defer to the
account of Josephus.

Demetrius II, son of Demetrius I leaves
Crete and arrives in Cilicia with the intention
of starting a civil war with Alexander Balas.
Ant. 13.86. 1 Mac 10:67

. Ant. 13.119

Ptolemy VI readies his army to
invade the Seleucid Empire in
support of Alexander,

29 Sept =
Thoth 1

Jonathan destroys the Temple of Dagon in
Azotus. 1 Mac 10:83-85. Alexander rewards
Jonathan for this action.

Ptolemy is friendly toward Jonathan after
seeing the destruction in Azotus.

Ptolem
y VIII Physcon

Oct 20
Dios 1
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Dem
etrius II Nicator

Ptolem
y VIII Physcon

Sim
on 

Demetrius II enters Parthia: 1Mac 14:1, Nisan
312 Epoch SE only makes sense here since he
could not have done this after the Parthian king
took Babylon.

1Mac 13:42, Era of Simon.
Contract era starts in AS
170. Simon recognized as
ruler by Greeks, marking 1st
year of this peace. cf. also
Ant. 13:213. The era is on a
Tishri basis.

Demetrius II is first mentoned 8/9 Sept, 145
BC (=17.vi 167 SE) in cuneiform
documents; Babylonian epoch Nisan 311.

The Astronomical Diaries report Demetrius II still
being king in XII 170 SE, Babylonian Epoch. But
at the latest by 8.I.171 SE Seleucid Babylonia had
fallen to the Arsacid (Parthian) forces. Demerius
could not have considered entering Parthia if he
had not control of Babylon.

Ant. 20:238 cf. Ant. 20:240
Demetrius II taken captive

36

Oct 21
Dios 1

Sep 21
Tishri 1

Babylonian

Syrio-M
acedonian

Antiochus VI

Ptolem
y

VI 

Ptolemy VI discovers a plot against him by Alexander and
instead of helping Alexander against Demetrius makes himself
king of the Seleucide Empire instead. 1 Mac 11:1-3.

Syria

Ptolemy VI persuades Antioch
to accept Demetrius as king.

Alexander and Ptolemy die in battle
leaving Demetrius in control of
Antioch. 1 Mac 11:16-18.

Demetrius asks Jonathan for military aid, who sends
3000 troops to kill 100,000 rebels trying to oust
Demetrius from Antioch. 1 Mac. 11:38-51.

Egypt
Philom

entor

21 Sept =
Tishri 1

Diodotus Tryphon does not submit
and sets up Antiochus VI as king in
Colesyria with himelf as regent.

Demetrius becomes sole king
in SE 167. 1 Mac 11:19.

Demetrius grants favors to
Jonathan. 1 Mac 11:28.

Demetrius breaks his promises to Jonathan.

Diodotus Tryphon seizes Antioch. 1 Mat 11:56, and Jonathan
becomes his vassal. Simon is appointed to be the governor of all
the land from Tyrue to Egypt. 1 Mac. 11:59.

Sim
on  as Gov

Diodotus (Regent)

Jonathan plunders Gaza

Jonathan routs an army Demetrius sent into Galilee
to remove him from power.

Josephus gives 7 years for Jonathan (Ant. 20.238) and 8 for Simon (Ant. 20.240), but the true
figures are 9 and 6. The total number is 15 years for the pair either way. 1Maccabees 10:21
says that Jonathan's first year commenced in 160 SE (basically equal to 161 SE since the
Macedonian Seleucid Era began 161 less than a month after Jonathan became High Priest),
and Simon's 3rd year was 172 SE (1Mac. 14:27), making his first year 170 SE. This leaves
theyears 161SE to169SEfor Jonathan,which is9years.Soweseethat Josephushas shorted
Jonathan2years.These twoyearsareabsolutelyessential for the lengthly interactionsbetween
DiodotusTrypho,Demetrius IINicator and Jonathan. At the same timeSimonwas appointed
to a two year governorship by Antiochus VI (Diodotus acting as Regent). This govenorship
does add to Simon's years underDemetrius II tomake 8 years, but theywere concurrent with
years 8 and 9 of Jonathan. So actually Simon only ruled alone for 6 years. What finally seals
this deal is that JohnHyrcanus brokeoffhisconflict withPtolemyina Sabbatical year, proving
that the 177 SE figure in 1 Mac. 16:14 is incorrect. Simon was murdered in 175 SE. The
figures in 1Mac. 6:20 and 16:14, 150SE, and 177SE respectively, appear to place sabbatical
years in 150 and 178 SE. But they are two years wrong, and should be 148 SE and 175 SE,
withSabbatical years in 148SE and176SE. The first incorrect figure begs the question,why
did Judah wait two years to lay siege to the fortress in Jerusalem after he recovered the
Temple? Both figures run afoul of the actual Sabbatical year, which sets the whole matter
straight.

Jonathan confronts Demetrius' new army at
Hamath. He then routs the local Arabs and
moves on to Damascus.

Jonathan and Simon fortify
Jerusalem and Judea.

Regent Diodotus Tryphon decides to betray the king and
make himself king. Jonathan meets him with an army
40,000 strong at Beth-shan, but Tryphon deceives Jonathan
with words of peace, and when his guard is let down he
captures him, making him hostage.

About this time Tryphon kills Jonathan
because Simon will not submit to him.

Simon sends a ransom knowing he is being
deceived because he fears his own people.

Tryphon murders the king.Diodotus (King)

Demetrius II makes Simon his all,
and grants tax relief in the year 170
SE, and the 1st year of Simon. 1
Mac. 13:41.

Simon takes the fortress at Jerusalem in the
year 171 SE. 13:51, on the 23rd day of the
2nd month, Wed, May 5, 141 BC.

Adding 2 years under Anti-
ochus VI to his 6 years
begun under Demetrius
comes to 8 years total for
Simon.

Dem
etrius II Nicator

Ptolem
yI 

Alexandar Balas
Syria

Syria

Ptolem
y VIII Physcon

Egypt
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Antiochus VII
Dem

etrius
 II

Alexander
 II Zabinas

Diodotus Tryphon

Aristobulus

Antiochus VII killed in ambush.

While serving as a mercenary attachment in Antiochus VII's army, John Hyrcanus observed Shavuot 
on the day after the Sabbath (Jos. Ant. 13.252). This took place in 130 BC. Hyrcanus was a disciple 
of the Pharisees (Ant. 13.289), and so also Josephus (Life.12) so to arrive at the first day of the week 
counting from 16 Aviv, per the Pharisees opinion, requires a particular year. If the month of Aviv is 
properly calculated to begin before the spring equinox that year, then Shavuot coincided with the 
Sabbath, and the synchronism does not work out, but if calculated with the first moon after the spring 
equinox, as the Seleucid Nisan was, then it fell on the day after the Sabbath. So if Josephus be 
truthful here, we have to conclude that the first month had been improperly postponed to after the 
spring equinox that year. 

Sim
on

Hasm
onean Era

John Hyrcanus 

Hyrcanus 

Ptolem
y

Ant. 20:240: 30 years. Assuming accesion year is used. Or 31 if not, Ant. 13:299. Or War 1:68: 33 years. Hyrcanus 
never had complete regnal years calculated in contemporary records, but all reign lengths were derived from references 
to the Selucid Era, and therefore the years were counted up by different authors differently. The 30 year figure assumes 
an accession year, and the 31 year figure counts from 1. The 33 year figure counts Hyrcanus reign before he was 
recognized by Antiochus VII.

M
ay be counted as 
A

ccession year

Helical setting of Pleiades coincides with a rainstorm saving the 
city during the seige. Ant.13:237. April 10, 135 BC.

Siege ended by agreement just after Tabernacles.

Antiochus VII invades in his 4th year, in 
the 1st year (or accession year) of John 
Hyrcanus. Ant. 13:236.

Years according to Macedonian calculation.

Hyrcanus abandons his Civil war against Ptolemy in the seventh year. Jos. Ant. 
13:234. Ptolemy flees when the siege is lifted. Less than a year later Antiochus 
invades because his vassal Ptolemy was defeated.

Simon murdered; 1Mac 16:14, 177 SE (correct to SE 175), in Shevat, 
by his son in law Ptolemy, who conspired to take over the kingdom, 
and allied himself with Antiochus VII, who then invaded when 
Ptolemy did not prevail. 

cival w
ar

Hyrcanus' Civil war 
with Ptolemy

Selucid Era

* years = coins of Antiochus VII. Rule began in July/Aug 138 BC.

Ptolemy flees to Zeno, the 
tyrant of Philadelphia. Ant. 
13:235.

The Jews in Jerusalem and in the land of Judea send greetings to 
their kindred, the Jews in Egypt, and wish them true peace! ...We 
are now reminding you to celebrate the feast of Booths in the 
month of Kislev. Dated in the one hundred and eighty-eighth year. 
2 Maccabees 1:1, 1:9-10. Hannukah is described as the feast of 
booths in Kisleu because it was like Sukkot.

Second Reign

1Mac 14:27, SE 172 = Yr 3 
Simon, 18 Elul. Tue, Sept. 
13, 140 BC
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Alexander Janneus

Queen Shalom
e

Aristobulus

Birth Herod the Great, he was born around 72 BC in Idumea. He was 
the second son of Antipater the Idumaean (Edomite), a high-ranking official 
under ethnarch Hyrcanus II, and Cypros, a Nabatean Arab princess from 
Petra.

H
yr

ca
nu

s 
II

 H
P

In Ant. 20:244 it says Aristobulus reigned "three years and as many months",  but in Ant. 14:97, 
"three years and six months";  Lewin suggests the correction is "six years and six months" 
making the years equal to the months. And this in fact works exactly right. cf. Fasti, 83. The best 
theory is that a copiest made and error confusing Aristobulus with Antigonus whose reign ended 

Ant. 14:4. Hyrcanus began his reign on the third year of the 
177th Olympiad when Quintus Hortensius and Quintus 
Metellus were consuls at Rome, but Aristobulus declared 
himself priest and king and made war on Hyrcanus until an 
agreement was struck.

Hyrcanus' to persuaded to come out of private life to renew 
his war for the throne when Aretas supplies him with an 
army.

Ant. 13.408 So she [Queen Alexandra] made Hyrcanus high priest, but much 
more because he cared not to meddle with politics, and permitted the Pharisees to 
do everything; to whom she ordered the multitude to be obedient. She also 
restored again those practices which the Pharisees had introduced, according to 
the traditions of their forefathers, and which her father-in-law, [John] Hyrcanus, 
had abrogated.

Aristobulus revolts in secret when the Queen falls ill planning 
to sieze the kingdom from his brother, but the Queen discovers 
the plot and takes his family as hostages, imprisoning them in 
the Temple fortress.

Hyrcanus agrees to let Aristobulus 
rule in exchange for peace and 
safety.

 H
ortensius H

ortalus 
 C

aecilius M
etellus C

reticus
Ol

ym
pi

ad
Er

a

Hyrcanus gives 
up his position.
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Calvinus
Pollio

Censorinus
Sabinus

Hasmonean king Antigonus is executed by Mark Antony voiding Roman covenant. The people in no wise accepted Herod's reign till 
Antigonus was executed, (Jos. Ant. 15:8-10), and this is why Antigonus' reign is reckoned to the end of 37 BC by Hasmonean 
loyalists, because to them he remained king while in prison. The execution was after Tishri 1, and so Hasmonean loyalists counted 
the year only as Herod's accession year. Josephus gives 27 years since Pompey took Jerusalem, but he did not realize that his source 
dated the end of Antigonus' reign at his execution. (cf. Jos. Ant 14:490)

The Roman General Pompey 
storms the Temple Mount on a 
fast day, Sabbath, Av 9 (July 
25) after a siege lasting about 
three months in 63 BC.   He 
restores Hyrcanus II. Ant. 
14:66.

Pathtians evicted by Ventidius

Siege of Samosata

Parthia Invades Syria

Pacorus slain, June 9

Gaius Antonius
Marcus Tullius Cicero

126

Ant. 20:245
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Caesarian Era. Inclusively counted from Pompey's war with Caesar. The epoch 
increments sometime from June to August with year 1 being backdated. Coin 
experts are not exactly sure when during the summer the epoch changes. They are 
sure year 2 begins sometime in June-August 48 BC.

Caesar stayed in Egypt until April 47 BC living 
with Cleopatra. See Jos. Ant. 14.158. See Usher.

In 47 BC when Caesar went from Egypt to Syria, he left Caesar Sextus in charge in Syria (cf. Dio 42.47), and sailed away (cf. Jos. 
Ant. XIV.156) Some time later, Herod, at age 25 was appointed by Antipater to govern Galilee (cf. Josephus Ant. XIV.158). This 
appointment must have happened at the very beginning of 46 BC, because just after Varus' Judgment of Herod's son, Josephus 
informs us he was "almost seventy." Our copies of Josephus have "15 years" here, but it is agreed that this is a mistake for 25.

Shavuot
Ant. 14:337
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Caesarean Era
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Ant. 20:246
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Cassius Dio 49.23 "The Romans accomplished nothing worthy of 
note in Syria."  Internal revolution in Parthia.

Agrippa

Antony's army moves from Egypt to Antioch

Mark Antony's invasion of Parthia begins (year of Gellius and Nerva) Dio 49.24. 
א
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Year 3 coins minted in Samaria. 
Hendin, 6th, pg 237 with legend 
of King Herod. The dating was 
unpopular and deleted from later 
coins.

 Fall of Jerusalem to Herod and Sosius in the month of Sivan, after at least a five month siege.  Ant. 14:487. Last Hasmonean king 
imprisioned. Dio 49:22-23. Dio writes, This was the course of events in the consulship of Claudius and Norbanus; during the following 
year the Romans accomplished nothing worthy of note in Syria. Cassius Dio here gives the true date of the fall of Jerusalem to Herod 
and Sosius in 38 BC.

Herod's brother Joseph perishes raiding grain supplies.

Antony sends Sossius to aid Herod.

The troops go into winter quarters, Jos. Ant. 14:406, 411,  
417,; Jos. War 1:297, 302, 308;

Most of the  troops go into winter quarters, Ant. 14:461, 465.
5 month siege begun in third year of Roman reign. Ant. 14:465, War 1:343-351

Herod appointed king September 30, Olympiad 184

Herod takes Galilee, then Joppa.
Herod lands at Ptolemais about Nov. 1

Early September: Treaty of Brundisium.

Herod sails into a freak  storm; he reaches Italy after peace is made.

Herod's Roman reign antedated to 
Hasmonean treason.

Antony and Octavian defeat Cassius 
and Brutus at Philippi. War 1:242. 
Herod is appointed tetrarch.
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Josephus (Ant. 15.7) notes a Sabbatic year was still going on, but his consular dating is wrong, 
and contradicts that of Cassius Dio.
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A 27 year era is calculated from this taking of Jerusalem to the end of the Hasmonean government when Antigonus
was executed by Mark Antony in Antioch before his invasion of Parthia. Jos. Ant. 14.488. Josephus erred in
conflating the date of Antigonus' execution with Herod's conquest of Jerusalem. We know this for sure because the
Sabbatic cycles agree with a date of 38 BC for the fall of Jerusalem, as well as the history of Cassius Dio. The last
Hasmonean king was executed in 36 BC.
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In early 63 BC, Pompey left Antioch and
marched south, occupying coastal cities
like Apamea, before crossing the Anti-
Lebanon Mountains and capturing Pella,
Jordan and Damascus. Ha
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Rome intervenes
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62

Caesar murdered on March 15, 44 BC.
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Suicide of Cleopatra in August
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When Obodas III died, Aeneas becomes sole regent Aretas IV 
after a coregency of five years. Ant. 16.294-298
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Herod murders his two sons in line for the throne, and Antipater is made coregent by 
Caesar and given half the kingdom. (War 1.625, 631-632). Compare coregency of 
Jehoram of Judah 901/900 b.c. Antipas is made lieutenant tetrarch of Galilee.

Herod's status downgraded from friend of Caesar to subject of Rome.

Antony's defeat at Actium, Sept 2, 31, in the 7th 
year of Herod. Ant. 15:121, Ant. 15:109.

Herod begins to suspect everyone of plotting against him. He 
tortures the suspects, and imprisions others.

There is a famine in Judea, Ant. 15:299.
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Temple Completed
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Herod's factual reign reckoned by Nicolaus' synchronisms in Josephus, and Herod himself, 
counting his reign using a accession method after 125 years of Hasmonean rule.  Ant. 17:162.   
Herod's accession year is 4th year of his Tetrarchy and 3rd year of Roman reign.

Herod begins to build Temple out buildings 
(cloisters) in his 15th year. War 1:401; Ant. 15:420.  
Preparations for building the sanctuary. The outer 
structures take 8 years.

Herod begins to build Sanctuary. Ant. 15:380. Ant. 15:421. 
It takes 1 1/2 years to finish the sanctuary after all materials 
were gotten ready in the previous years.

Crops fail this year and next.
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At the end of summer in his 13th year Herod buys grain 
from the 2nd prefect of Egypt, Petronius, to relieve the 
famine, and he gives grain to the Syrians to plant crops 
so that Judea will have a ready supply during the next 
two years. This action finally subdues Jewish hatred for 
Herod, allowing him to rebuild the Temple, starting with 
the outer buildings in the 15th year of his reign.

Caesar came to Syria 21 BC, Dio. 54:6, year of Lollius & 
Lepidus = 17th year of Herod. Jos. Ant. 15:354.

Simon, son of Boethus appointed HP 14th year of Herod.

Council of Berytus at which the sons are condemned

Herod's attempt to collect a tax debt slandered as an invasion of Arabia.
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Antony retreats from Parthia

Herod: End 
Roman Reign
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:2

0 And the Yehudim said, "Forty and six years has been built this Temple, and you within three days will raise it?" John 
2:20. The Jewish leaders made this statement in AD 30 at the Passover. Josephus informs us that Herod celebrated a 
great feast upon the completion of the Temple, which was on the same day that he was made king at Rome in 40 BC.  
Edward Greswell computes the inauguration of Herod as king of Judea at Rome between Sept 14 and the beginning of 
the 185th Olympiad at Rome on Oct. 1, 40 BC (cf. Dissertations, V. I.). In 17 BC, the first day of Sukkot fell on Sept. 
30, so accordingly, he was made king at Rome on Sept 30, 40 BC. So the Sukkot celebration also became in the year 
17 BC, the celebration of the completion of the Temple and also of Herod's reign. If we check 18 BC for such an 
alignment, we find that all the days that could be his inauguration date fall before Sukkot. There is no point in checking 
any other year because the 46th year must have fallen with the 15th of Tiberius or after it. See Jos. Ant. 15:421-423.
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Herod's Jewish reign reckoned by Hasmonean loyalists with an accession year, beginning in the 126th 
year of Hasmonean rule at the execution of Antigonus.  War 1:665. Ant. 17:191.
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Josephus relates that Herod died close to (hard by) seventy years. War 1.647. So he could not have been 
dead at this point in 4 BC when he was only 67 years old.  See 46 BC synchronism with his age 25.
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Full scale revolt breaks out at feast of Shavuot. Battle and fire in the temple courts. Judah ben Ezekias seizes 
Herod's armory in the Palace at Sepphoris. Simon burns down Herod's palace at Jericho.
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Caesar failing to confirm Aretas IV as 
king leaves Nabatea under provincial 
status, no coins minted by Aretas, who is 
given the status of governor.

Aretas IV kingship is reinstated by 
Caesar after he assists Varus in 
suppressing the revolt of Judea, and the 
right to mint coins restored.
  

A
re

ta
s 

IV

H
er

od
's

 A
ge

Yohanan's due date, April, 6, 2 B.C. (MONTH II, DAY 1): LUKE 1:57-79

Magi visit, Shevat 1, Dec. 28/29, 2 B.C./flight to Egypt/boys Slain on 2 Shevat.

Eclipse of the moon, Jan 9/10, 1 B.C.

Senate passes Pater Patrie decree, Feb. 5; Luke 2:1.
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Messiah Born on Yom Teruah, 9/1/2 B.C., Tishri 1
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VII.1
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Yohanan conceived July 14, 3 BC, after division of Abijah, Av 
1; Luke 1:5-25. The divisional rotation times are preserved in 
Seder Olam and the Qumran texts, and indicate a 24 week 
rotation that is continuous (like the seven day weekly cycle) 
dating back to the beginning of rotations in the restored Temple 
and Solomon's Temple. Schemes that call for an annual reset 
either on Nisan 1 or Tishri 1, or which skip weeks are not legal 
according to the commandment that all priests should have equal 
access to their portions from the altar.

Yeshua conceived December 10, 3 BC, Tevet 1 (6th day of Hannukah); Luke 1:26-38

3 
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Antipas' tetrarchy confirmed by Augustus, but Antipas dates back to his 
factual assumption of adminstrative responsibility for Galilee while Herod 
was alive.  Antipas was only called king by the Jews after 1 BC. To the 
Romans he was never king, but only tetrarch from 4 BC.
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Nisan 1 = March 8, 2 BC. Nisan 15 = March 22 (on which the sun just set north of due west). One 
has to use an observational equinox method that allows refraction at sunset. If this dispeases some, I 
note that Adar I in 2 BC was a 29 day month and that weather could have added a 30th day to the 
month, which would also prevent Adar II in this year.

6000 Pharisees refuse goodwill oath to Caesar about mid March. Ant. 17:42.

Antipater leaves for Rome about April 13th.

Antipater returns from Rome late October only to be prosecuted under Varus. 
Josephus then says Herod was "almost 70" (Wars I.647).
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Disciples of Yehudah of Galil tear down eagle Herod put over the great gate of the Temple. Acts 5:37. Herod 
executes Yehudah and his fellow scholar Matthiyahu by burning. Joazer appointed High Priest. The ensuing 
revolt is called the Revolt of Yehudah of Galil, a teacher from Sephoris.

Joazer son of Boethus, brother of Mariamme II, convinced the people of Judea to 
cooperate with the census after opposition from the Pharisees.

Joazer, deposed by Archelaus attempt to appease people.
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After 40 days Yosef and Miryam go up to the Temple. Luke 2:22-38

Herod tries various cures for his illness. 

5 
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Archelaus and Antipas travel to Rome.
Increasing sedition and Passover interrupted by massacre of 3000 rioters.

His funeral procession marches a mile a day the 25 miles from Jericho to Herodium. The mourning periods of 
30 and 7 days are completed by custom. Then Archelaus ends the morning with a feast for his friends and all 
the people. War 2:1.

Antipater executed.

Herod dies at Jericho.

Matthias is disqualified from service on Yom Kippur. Joseph, son of 
Ellemus substitutes for him for the day.

Hearing before Augustus.

Romans counter attack at Sepphoris Galilee. The city is burned. Emmaus is also burned. Varus 
arrives at Jerusalem rescuing the beseiged legion. The Jews of Jerusalem are acquitted of 
complicity in the revolt. Varus seeks out the rebels and crucifies 2000 of them. A force of 10,000  
Jews surrenders peaceably.

Miryam's visit for about 3 months: Luke 1:39-56

Mat 1:18-25a: Miryam found pregnant by the Holy Spirit.

Mat. 1:25b; Luke 2:2-21

Return from Egypt to Nazareth: Luke 2:39; Mat 2:29-23; Luke 2:40
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Herod Archelaus deposed by Caesar without ever being confirmed as king. Archelaus had no dated 
coins minted. Hendin, 5th, pg. 243. Quirinius inventories the estate of Archelaus and the holdings of 
Judea in order to convert its tax base to a Roman Province. There is no revolt at this time. Quirinius 
appoints Ananus High Priest. The people had wearied of Archelaus' rule and wanted direct Roman 
rule. Ant. 18.26, 37th year of Actian Era.
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In A.D. 19 Tiberius expells the Jews from Rome and conscripts 4000 Jewish men for 
soldiers in Sardinia. Jos. Ant. 18.81-84. He also destroys the Temple of Isis. Ant. 18.65-
80.

In A.D. 9, Varus and the Roman legions under him were destroyed by the Germans 
in the Tetuoburg Forest.
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Factual (also called dynastic) years were not used in reckoning regins by Jews, 
Greeks, or Romans simply because the business world only used the standard year 
of their respective culture. Dynastic years were too hard to remember and deal 
with. For AD 14, the Jewish New Year was Sept. 14th, and the Greek new year 
was October 15 in the Syro-Macedonian calendar. The Roman new year was Jan 1, 
AD 15. Now Suetonius states that Tiberius died "in the seventy-eighth year of his 
age and the twenty-third of his reign, on the seventeenth day before the Kalends of 
April, in the consulship of Gnaeus Acerronius Proculus and Gaius Pontius 
Nigrinus." This proves that the first year of his reign is counted after the turn of the 
new year for three cultures, Roman, Greek, and Jewish. The method used is the 
normal accession year method.
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Tacitus writes, "THE year when Caius Asinius and Caius Antistius were consuls was the ninth of 
Tiberius's reign" (Book 4.1) These men were consuls in AD 23. This proves that the accesion year 
method was used to calculate the regin per the standard Roman, Greek, and Jewish new year. Pliny 
the Elder also states, "In the ninth year of the reign of Tiberius, in the consulship of C. Asinius 
Pollio and C. Antistius Vetus" (XXXIII.8).

Yeshua in his Father's House

Possible time when Pilate tried to abolish the Jewish laws (Jos. Ant. 18.55-59). 

Augustus died Aug. 19. Tiberius refuses Emperorship. Cf. Tacitus.

Tishri 1, Sept. 14th, Jewish new year for reigns.

Sept 17th. Tiberius voted Head of State by Senate. Tiberius "reluctantly" takes the job.

Double dated coin in 45th year of Actian Era and the 1st year of Tiberius.

Double dated coin in 47th year of Actian Era and the 3rd year of Tiberius. Also the earliest 
coin minted by Gratus is dated the 2nd year of Tiberius.

Greek New Year, Oct 15.

Luke 2:41-52

The Jewish default accession year method 

Rare Augustus coin, double dated
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Josephus' 10 year reign for Archelaus contradicts the dream he relates which indicates seven years, 
because it is derived from Pharaoh's dream concerning the seven year famine. Someone altered the 7 
year figure to 10 throughout the narrative, but did not eliminate the dream's connection to the 7 year 
famine. Book 17:345-347.
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John the Baptist put in prision about this time, Mat 4:12; Mark 1:14; Luke 3:19-20, 4:14a

Woman at the well in Samaria, John 4:1-4:43   

Passover, Messiah rejected, Apr 7-14, John 2:13-25
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Yeshua Preaching: Mat 4:17; Mark 1:14b-15; Luke 4:14b-15

Herod Antipas' adulterous marriage, 
results in his Nabatean wife leaving. 
Aretas IV makes plans to avenge 
himself on Herod, and raises an army 
for the time of his choosing, which 
comes six years later. 
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The 15th year of Tiberius began Tishri 1 according to Jewish reckoning (which was Sept 8/9, 
AD 28) and on Jan 1, AD 29 by the Roman accession year method, and on October 9th, AD 
28, according to the Syro-Macedonian calendar. These dates begin the 15th year according to 
the standard year of three cultures, Jewish, Roman, and Greek. This date is absolutely secure, 
being vouchsafed by Scripture, and is the only way of reckoning known, there being no others, 
and no evidence for any other reckoning. But they claim Tiberius 15th year was calculated 2 or 
3 years earlier due to a coregency they asssume, (to uphold their deception). Even if there was 
a coregency, it is common for such years to be omitted from regnal calculation. In this case, the 
coin datings prove Tiberius' regin was not backdated before Augustus died. And these were the 
very coins used in Antioch....

Yeshua's Baptism; almost age 30

Temple signs begin, lasting 40 years prior to AD 70, because the 
leaders rejected Messiah. Yoma 39b. The signs were warnings 
against the leaders, not the Temple Services.  
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Wedding at Cana (John 2:1-11); First sign in Galilee

40 days temptation during traditional 40 days of Teshuvah, Elul 1 to Tishri 10, and prob. exactly those days (Aug. 30 to Oct. 8).  
Yeshua therefore was probably hungry on Sabbath morning Tishri 11. After being tempted/tested that day also, the angels provided 
food for him. Mat 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13. In AD 29, Elul was 29 days long, so the 40 days also includes Tishri 11. This 
forty days imitates Moshe's third forty day fast during the same time period in 1632 BC.

Rejection at Nazareth: Luke 4:16-31a; Move to Capernaum: 4:13-16

Call of first 5 disciples (John 1:19-51)

A few days in Capernaum.  (John 2:12)

John's 30th birthday prob on or after Ziv 1 (Wed, May 4). The division of Abijah began service 
this year on Sabbath, April 30th (Nisan 26). It is reasonable to conclude that John started his 
ordination service on his birthday during Aviyah's service. See Luke 1:80.

Founding of Bethsaida, Sept 22, AD 30. Conversion of village to city.

Preaching of John: Mat 3:1-12; Mark 1:2-8; Luke 3:3-18

Mat. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-23

The day after Yom Kippur: 40 days fasting and 
Tempation End at the end of Shabbat.

Nicodemus: John 3:1-21

Baptizing at Aenon: John 3:22-36

Child at Capernaum healed: John 4:46-54*; second sign in Galilee

Fishers of men: Mat 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20; Teaching: Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31b-37; Mother-in-law: Mat. 
8:14-17; Mark 1:29-34; Luke 4:38-41.

Galilee Tour: Mat 4:23-24; Mark 1:35-39; Luke 4:42-44

Many fish: Luke 5:1-11; Leper Cleansed: Mat 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-16

Forgiving sins: Mat 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26; Call of Matthew: Mat 9:9; Mark 2:13-14; Luke 5:27-

28; Banquet: Mat 9:10-13; Mark 2:15-17; Luke 5:29-32

Fasting Question: Mat 9:14-17; Mark 2:18-22; Luke 5:33-39

John's concern: Matthew 11:2-11:29

Four months to harvest: John 4:35

Yeshua goes from Judea to Galilee

Yeshua withdraws from Judea to Galilee

Shavuot

Sukkot

Shavuot

Passover

The Roman year with the default ac-
cession year method begins Tiberius' 15th 
year on Jan. 1.

The Jewish default accession year method 
begins the 15th year on Tishri 1.

First fruit inspection late figs
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Yohanan begins preaching after ordination
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And in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Yehudah, and 
Herod was Tetrarch of Galil, and his brother Philip was Tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias was Tetrarch of Abilene, in the high priesthood of Hanan and Qaiyapha, the word of the Almighty 
came to Yohanan, the son of Zekaryahu, in the wilderness. Luke 3:1-2.
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by the Jewish community of 
Luke's hometown. So it is 
evident that a coregency be-
tween Augustus and Tiberius, 
if it was so regarded by the 
Romans, was not actually 
assigned any regnal years. 
Reckoning Tiberius years 
back to AD 11 or 12 doesn't 
have a basis in any 
contemporary reckonings or 
synchronisms, but it is a 
revisionist narrative motivated 
by a false doctrinal para-
digmn.

Greek regnal epoch of 15th year
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This traditional time of self denial and fasting was 
altered into the 40 days of Lent and Ash Wednesday 
by Israel's enemies in order to remove it from its 
proper historical season following the example of 
Moshe.
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Feeding of 5000.  Mat 14:13c-21;  Mark 6:34-44; Luke 9:11-17;  John 6:5-13

Luke 6:1, Second-First Sabbath  Mat 12:1-8; Luke 6:1-5; Mark 2:23-28
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John the Baptist put to death. Mat 14:1-12. Mark 6:14-29;  Luke 9:7-9

Withdrawal to Sea of Galilee: Mat. 12:15-21; Mark 3:7-12: 

John 5:1-15, healing invalid: Sabbath, II Adar 14 (March 15, AD 32), Purim. Returns Adar 15 to Gal.  
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Sermon on the Mount: Mat 5:1-8:1; Luke 6:17-49

John 5:16-47*: Narrative with Jews in Galilee about Sabbath healings during Purim.
Yeshua told John dead: Mat 14:13; cf. Mark 6:30

Yeshua withdraws: John 6:1-3; Mat 14:13b; Mark 6:31-33; Luke 9:10 

near city of Bethsaida NE Galilee

Healing of a man's shriveled hand: Mat. 12:9-14; Mark 3:1-6; Luke 6:6-11: 

Twelve chosen: Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16.

The Centurion's Loyalty: Mat. 8:1, 5-13; Luke 7:1-10

The Widow of Nain's son raised: Luke 7:11-17

John the Baptist's Embassy to Yeshua: Mat. 11:2-19; Luke 7:18-35

Woes on Chorazin and Bethsaida: Mat 11:20-30

Dinner with a Pharisee: Luke 7:36-50

A Tour around Galilee: Luke 8:1-3

Pharisee's Blasphemy: Mat 12:22-37; Mark 3:20-30

Request for a sign: Mat 12:38-45
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The Sudden Storm: Matt. 13:53; 8:18, 23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25

Gerasene Demoniacs: Mat 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39.

Jairus' Daughter: Mat 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56

Healings and Blasphemny: Mat. 9:27-34

Yeshua Despised in Nazareth: Mat 13:54-58; Mark 6:1-6a

Preaching in other cities: Mat 9:35-38; Mark 6:6b

Yeshua sends the 12 forth: Mat. 10:1-11:2; Mark 6:7-13; Luke 9:1-6

The 12 Return: Mark 6:30; Luke 9:10a

Campaign of the Twevle in Galilee

Yeshua's Siblings: Mat. 12:46-50; Mark 3:31-35; Luke 8:19-21

The Parables: Mat 13:1-3a; Mark 4:1-2; Luke 8:4

The sower and soils: Mat 13:3b-23; Mark 4:3-25; Luke 8:5-18

Mysterious Growth: Mark 4:26-29; Tares: Mat 13:24-30; Mustard Seed: Mat 13:31-32; Mark 4:30-32; Leaven: 

Mat 13:33-35; Mark 4:33-34; Tares Explained: Mat 13:36-43; Treasure: Mat 13:44; Pearl: Mat 13:45-46; Dragnet: 

Mat 13:47-50; Scribes: Mat 13:51-52

Shavuot

Sukkot

Second fruit inspection late figs
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Passover, 15 Nisan, Wed March 28
16 Nisan. It becomes legal to harvest grain; Thurs, March 29

harvest 
month
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Pilate conspires to plunder Temple treasury with the priests. (Ant. 18:60a)

John 7:1-8:59, Tabernacles 

John 6:4, Passover

Hannukah, John 10:22-39  (Dec 18-25)

Prediction of Crucifixion and Resurrection: Mat. 16:21-26; Mark 8:31-37; Luke 9:22-

Yeshua pays temple census tax in Adar, Mat 17:27  

Raising of Lazarus, John 11:1-46 ; Yeshua retires to Ephraim: John 11:54

Possible time of the incident of the votive shields. Pilate did this to honor Tiberius. Pilate's 
political error is sternly rebuked by Tiberius (cf. Legatio ad Gaium, 1:299-305). Seianus 
appears to be already dead. Also possible fall of Siloam: cf. Fasti §1408.

Yeshua sets his face to Jerusalem, Luke 9:51. He sends 70 emissaries
before himself to 35 different places, and takes a circuitious route to Jerusalem 
covering many months.  Luke 9:51-56.

Final Great Missionary Journey, 70 sent
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AD 32
AD 33

stopover at Mary and Martha's undisclosed location; Luke 10:38-42

Septennial Torah Reading (cf. John 7:19, 22, 49, 51; 8:17).

In view of the attempt on his life 
after healing the invalid during 
Purim AD 31, Yeshua did not 
publically attend any feasts until 
Sukkot in AD 32, though he may 
have attended secretly if possible.

Transfiguration: Mat. 17:1-20; Mark 9:2-29; Luke 9:28-42. Return to Capernaum.

Feast of Dedication

Shavuot

(Passover)

(Shavuot)

Hand Washing Embassy: Mat. 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23; John 7:1
Withdrawl to Tyre: Mat 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30

Healings in Decapolis: Mat 15:29-31; Mark 7:31-37
Feeding the 4000: Mat 15:32-38; Mark 8:1-9

Magadan: Mat. 15:39-16:4; Mark 8:10-12

To East side of Galilee: Mat 16:5-12; Mark 8:13-21

At Bethsaida (Julias): Mark 8:22-26

Retreat North to Caesarea Philippi: Mat. 16:13-20; Mark 8:27-30; Luke 9:18-21

Mat. 17:22-18:35*; Mark 9:30-50; Luke 9:43b-50

Retreat beyond Jordan: John 10:40-42

Man born blind: John 9:1-10:21

Attempt to make Yeshua King: Mat. 14:22-23; Mark 
6:45-46; John 6:14-15

Walking on the water: Mat. 14:24-33; Mark 6:47-52; John 6:16-21.

Healings at Gennesaret: Mat 14:34-36; Mark 6:53-56

Capernaum, the bread of life: John 6:22-59.
Defections among disciples: John 6:60-71.

I will follow: Mat 8:19-22; Luke 9:57-62

Seventy sent: Luke 10:1-16

Seventy return: Luke 10:17-24
Good Samaritan: Luke 10:25-37

Third fruit 
inspection

No fruit 
inspection due to 
Sabbath year
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Crucifixion Passover, John 11:55
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Shavuot: Acts 2, Fri. May 14, Siwan 7
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Persecution

Resurrection Sabbath
Wed., Mar. 24 (Nisan 14)

Sat., Mar. 27, (Nisan 17)

Yeshua ascends

Luke 13:1-9; Galilean massacre reported to Yeshua (Fasti, §1407), and duration of ministry set at four years by the fig 
tree parable: Fasti §1409; journey resumes Luke 13:22. There were three years of fruit inspections in the late summer, 
not counting the Sabbatical year in the previous summer.

Pilate's Galilean massacre. Prob. concerning 
Temple money sedition (Ant. 60b-62); cf. 
Fasti 1§407.
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But the later of the Sabbaths, at the dawning 
for the first of the Sabbaths Miryam Ha-
Magdalit and the other Miryam came to look at 
the grave. Mat. 28:1.

New moon sighted Wed, March 10 just after sunset = Nisan new moon.  Nisan 14 = 
Wednesday, March 24.  Let there be lights...for signs and for appointed times and for 
days and for years (Gen. 1:14).
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Nothing is more convincing than when the tattered shards of 
tradition, history, and archaeology all combine with Scripture to tell 
the united truth about the death and resurrection of Messiah  on the 
third day. This is the foundation Stone of the Truth of the Messianic 
Faith, and the corner stone of  hope for mankind.
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(Sukkot)
How to Pray: Luke 11:1-13
Accusation and debate: Luke 11:14-36

Lunch with Pharisee, woes: Luke 11:37-54; More teaching: Luke 12:1-59*

Sabbath healing: Luke 13:10-21.
Onward to Jerusalem: Luke 13:22-30
Onward to Jerusalem: Luke 13:31-35, Herod's threat reported (location Galilee)
Sabbath healing: Luke 14:1-24
Cost of being a disciple: Luke 14:25-35*
Parables: Luke 15:1-32
The crafty steward: Luke 16:1-13
Lazarus and the rich man: Luke 16:14-31

Four lessons on discipleship: Luke 17:1-10
Healing of ten lepers: Luke 17:11-21 (location border of Samaria and Galilee).
The end of days: Luke 17:22-37

Two parables on prayer: the bothersome widow and the Pharisee and the 
tax collector: Luke 18:1-14.

Along the border of Samaria and Galilee across the Jordan
Mat 19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12: Teaching on Divorce in Perea.

Children: Mat 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17; (in Perea)

Riches and the Kingdom: Mat 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-30.
Parable of the land owner: Mat. 20:1-16
Third prediction of the resurrection: Mat 20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34; Luke 18:31-34
James and John's request: Mat 20:20-28; Mark 10:35-45
Through Jericho: Mat 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43
Zaccheus: Luke 19:1-10; Kingdom delayed: Luke 19:11-28

Final fruit inspection aborted because the fig tree was barren.

No fruit 
inspection
until the age
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36 789

Gaius Cestius
M
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Lucius Vitellius
Paulus Fabius

33 786

34 787

Ethanim or
Tishri

Bul or 
Heshwan

Kisleu

Tevet

Shevat

Adar I

Aviv or 
Nisan

Zif or 
Iyyar

Siwan
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Mar 10

SE
Mar 22

Ye
ar

 o
f C

re
at

io
n

4172

Ye
ar

 o
f o

ur
 A

do
na

i

Wed., May 5, Iyyar 27
The Seventh Shabbat, May 8, Siwan 1
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Seven Sabbaths are counted mimachart (from the time after of) the Passover Shabbat. The red hash marks are the seven Shabbatot. See 
Lev. 23:11-16 (Hebrew text). Also from or in the time after the seventh Sabbath a fiftieth day is counted. Tomorrow in Hebrew being an 
idiom for time after something means the counting continues after the seventh Sabbath however long necessary to reach the 50th day. 
The counting was started on the day after the Passover Shabbat, on Nisan 16, which was Friday dawn to Sabbath dawn, and it finishes up 
to seven days after the seventh Sabbath. So we must understand tomorrow to be a day after, seven Sabbaths after in seven seven-day 
periods, and up to seven days after the seventh Sabbath.

NM 
May 7

NM
April 8

30 days

29 days

29 days

30 days
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Ye
ar

s 
of

 M
es

si
ah

's
 M

in
is

tr
y

4

Na
ba

te
a

Ar
et

as
 IV

Na
ba

te
a

Ar
et

as
 IV

Le
ga

te
 o

f S
yr

ia
Po

nt
iu

s 
Ju

de
a

 P
ila

te
Ju

de
a

8

7

The more ancient copies of Josephus say that Herod Philip
died in the "twenty-second" year of Tiberius. And this, in
fact, agrees with the position of the narrative of Philip's
death in Josephus' sequence of events.
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12:21-23

C
al

ig
ul

a 
he

ad
on

 y
r 

5 
co

in

as
sa

ss
in

at
ed

Ja
n 

24
Ca

lig
ul

a

 A
gr

ip
pa

G
al

 1
:1

8
G

al
 2

:1

Gal 2:1, Titus and Paul visit
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IV

Caius Caesar IV
Sentius Saturninus

Paul is converted to Messiah (second year, after ascension)

Ar
et

as
 I

V

Solar Eclipse, Aug. 1, A.D 45 confirms accuracy
 of consular list and accuracy of Julian Calendar.

Tiberius dies 3/16/37 "in the seventy-eighth year of his age and the twenty-third of his reign, 
on the seventeenth day before the Kalends of April, in the consulship of Gnaeus Acerronius 
Proculus and Gaius Pontius Nigrinus" (Suetonius/12Caesars/Tiberius#5).

Aretas IV defeats Herod Antipas' army. Ant. 18:109-114

S
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Paul spent three years in 
Arabia; Gal 1:18.

Paul's visit with Peter: Gal. 1:18

Paul's escape from Damascus.
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11
:2

7-
30

Famine predicted by Agubus: Acts 11:27
Paul and Barnabas dispatched with aid

Cornelius Converted

Cyprus Journey
Paul stoned/Galatia Evangelized
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Acts 12

Plan to install Caligula's Statue announced.

Protest begins at Ptolemais. Petronius fears Syrian crops in danger.

Jewish protest continues 40 days at Tiberius, 
neglecting sowing their own  crops. Ant. 18:272.

Greeks in Jamnia try to establish imperial cult. Jews revolt.

Petronius' Second Letter to Caligula
Emperor's death warrant sent

News of Emperor's death arrives

Death warrant arrives too late

Petronius' first letter to Caligula with delay tactics.

Agrippa leaves for Rome

Agrippa arrives at Rome

Antipas' kingdom given to Agrippa, bannished to Gaul.

Flaccus' riots in Alexandria

Riots in Alexandria over imperial cult.

Alexandrian Embassy to Gaius

Philo rejected by 
Gaius

Emperor makes 
himself a god.

Agrippa called a 
god by people of 
Tyre and Sidon

Agrippa appalled and 
intercedes concerning 
statue

Galilee given 
to Agrippa

(Flaccus executed)

Imperial Jewish 
Policy changed

Annus Horribilis. Gaius 
Caesar-Caligula- 
prototypical anti-
messiah tries to defile 
Temple in 70th 
Sabbatic year.

Agrippa's brother 
dies. Ant. 20:104.

Cuspius
Fadus

Cumanus

Tib. Julius
Alexander

Helena of Adiabene buys grain in Egypt for famine relief. Ant. 20:99-101

Vitellius comes to Jerusalem. Ant. 18:90-95.

Vitellius receives orders to make war on Aretas. Ant. 18:115

Vitellius' orders against Aretas voided by 
news of Tiberius' death. Ant. 18:124.

Vitellius concludes peace with Parthia. Ant. 18:96-105

Herod offends Vitellius. Ant. 18:105.

Herod Philip dies. Ant. 18:106-108.

Gal. 2:12 Antioch Incident

James brother of John killed. Peter arrested. Acs 12:1-19

Paul and Barnabas return from famine relief trip. Acts 12:25.
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Quintus Plautius         
Sextus Papinius  

Gnaeus Acerronius Proculus
Gaius Pontius Nigrinus
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Lucius Vitellius

9

Aviv 14 
Mar 21

Shavuot

Passover: Mar 22-28

Pilate deposed by 
Vitellius and sent to 
Rome. Ant. 18.89

Pilates' Samaritan Mas-
sacre. Ant. 18.85.  

Pilate arrives in Rome after Tiberius is 
dead, having used the fastest means to get 
to Rome by sailing as soon as the winter 
storms abated.

 P
ila

te
Ju

de
a

Caius gives Philip's 
kingdom to Herod 
Agrippa.

Jos. Ant. 18.89 
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Acts 18:11, 1½
 Yr

Acts 18:2: Paul meets Aquila and Priscilla
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Acts 18:12

Jerusalem Council

Paul's  arrest

School  of Tyrannus 2 years

Acts 20:7: 1st Sabbath Meeting, April 16, AD 57 (Nisan 22)

Acts 20:3: 3 months in Greece

Incitment of Demetrius

Acts 18:18: many days longer

Paul sails for Syria/Jerusalem: Acts 18:22

Acts 19:8: 3 months

F
el

ix

Acts 24:10 = many years

G
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At Ephesus: A 3rd year: Acts 20:31

Paul travels Asia on his way to Ephesus

At Corinth

Claudius Edict expelling Jews from Rome

I&II Thessalonians

I Corinthians
Romans

First Jewish 
Revolt Begins SE

Gal 2:11ff

And we sailed during the days of unleavened bread, ...and 
we came to them in Troas as far as five days, where we used 
up the seven days. And on the first of the Sabbaths, we had 
gathered to break bread (Acts 20:6-7).

AD
 5

7

Otho

2nd PeterGreat Fire of Rome: Christians persecuted 

Paul's  journey to RomeF
estu

s

C
um

an
us

Gal. 2:12 Antioch Incident
Galatians

II Corinthians

Vespasian invades 
Galilee

Zelot Factions
flee to Jerusalem Rom

an   Civil W
ar

Gioras Plunders

James murdered, Ant. 20:200
Servants of Ananias plunder 
crop tithes; some old priests die 
of starvation; Ant. 20:2016.

Festus dies in office

Tithes plundered. 
Ant. 20:181 Felix recalled, spring 59, provincial 

coins change: Meshorer.

Albinus arrives in Judea

The 10's and 1's places of the World Era according to the  Talmud 
Tanna'im may be computed by adding 48 to the Seleucid Era. Thus 
379 + 48 = 427. The result (discarding the 100's place) gives the 
10's and 1's place of the World era: 27. All one had to remember 
was the number of centuries: =38. So the whole number is 3827.

The Jewish World Era now in use was implemented ca. AD 800-
1000, in the west where the Seleucid Era was not in common use. 
It is one year more that the Talmudic calculation; See Vol. II. 

Continued from Seleucid Era as 
counted in Judea inclusively from 
312 BC using a Nisan 1 Epoch.

Syrio-Macedonian Seleucid 
Epoch, counted by Bab. Talmud 
from Tishri 312 BC.

Double dated Nero coins, 
minted at start of Regnal year 
by Antioch mint.

Paul's plans made in 1 Cor. 16:8 were delayed by 
the Ephesian riot and a possible imprisonment 
afterward. Cf. Riesner, pg. 216.
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    The rule given in the Talmud for determining a Sabbatical year by Rabbi Huna is 
when adding 1 (to the Tanna'im Churban era) and dividing by 7 gives an even 
result (Avodah Zarah 9b). So 13 + 1 = 14, and 14/7 = 2 remainder 0. Since the 
remainder is 0, then the year is Sabbatic. 

Jew
ish W

orld Era
This destruction era  assumed  by Zo'ar 
Tombstone guild from the 4th to 6th century AD.

The Second Temple was destroyed on 
Av 9 according to Rabbi Chalaphta, on 
a Sunday, when the course of 
Jehoiarib was on duty. It was On Av 
10 according to Jos. Ant. 6:250, the 
difference being Solomon's Colonnade 
was fired on the 9th, and the Inner 
Temple on the 10th. The 
astronomically calculated Julian date 
is Sun, August 5 and Mon, Aug 6 
respectively, AD 70.

The Rabbis taught that forty years prior to 
the destruction of the Temple the lot did 
not come up in the [high priest’s] right 
hand nor did the tongue of scarlet wool 
become white… (Talmud, Tractate Yoma 

Otho
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Nerva

Do
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an

Jude

Sporadic persecution of Christisans and Jews. Consul Titus Flavius Clemens put to death. The 
complaint brought against them both was that of atheism, under which many others who drifted into 
Jewish ways were condemned. Dio Cassius 67.14.  These can only be followers of Messiah.

General policy to persecute Christians who were denounced as such.

Clement of Rome, AD 92-99.
He wrote a letter to Corinth approving of the Temple service, and upholding the legal rights 
of the Levitical Priests, and chastising them for dismissing their older leaders.

Vespasianus
Titus
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cont.
AD 338

3830

Tanna'im
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Temple Burned
Av 9-10, Aug 5-6

coin years

Rom
an   Civil W

ar

Titus lays siege
to Jerusalem

Gioras Plunders
Idumean crops
War. 4:529-577

Temple Burned

Destruction Era used by Tanna'im and Talmud. It 
allowed one to suppose the Temple was destroyed either 
in year 1 of the era in AD 70, or 2 months before the Era 
began in Av 69. The Talmud's shorthand rule for 
convertion the Seleucid Era 10's and 1's digits to the 
Ḥurban Era 10's and 1's digits is to add 20. Thus 381SE 
+ 20 = 401. The result is 1 (discarding the 100's place). 
In equivalent terms the difference is simply 380, i.e. 381 

Rabbinic Jews supposed the Temple was destroyed 
in Av, AD 69 (year one of the sabbatic cycle).

Av 9-10, Aug 5-6, AD 
70

Talmudic rule applied to SE as counted in Judea: 382 + 
48 = 430. Drop 100's, the result is 30. Remember 100's 
for Jewish Year is 38xx.  So on completing mnemoic 
shortcut, the year is 3830. 

Talmudic rule applied to SE as counted in Judea: 384 + 
20 = 404. Drop 100's, the result is 04. Remember 100's 
for Hurban Era here is 0xx. So Hurban year is 004 = 4.

   The same result of R. Huna's rule is obtained if one adds one to the Jewish 
World Era instead, viz. (3842 + 1) MOD 7 = 549, Remainder 0. So the year is 
Sabbatic.

   The same result of R. Huna's rule is obtained if one assumed the Churban is 
counted from AD 68.t/69.t, inclusively from the putative destruction in AD 69, 
and then omits the rule of add one, as some Jewish sources calculate, viz. 21 
MOD 7 = 3 remainder 0, so the year is sabbatic.

AD 70 fact: The 1st division was on duty the week of 
August 5th, AD 70.  Rotating the 24 divisions of 
priests continuously backwards to 3 B.C. brings the 
division of Abijah to the week preceeding Av 1, 
which was the conception date of Yochanan. On the 
new moon of the sixth month X.1 3 B.C. Messiah 
was conceived. On the second new moon in 2 B.C.  
Yochanan was born, 266 days from his conception. 
On the seventh new moon in 2 B.C. Yeshua was 
born, 266 days from his conception. Luke's words 
and the Revelation 12 synchronism are proved by 
the priestly rotations to be true to the exact days.
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Fall of Bethar; M. Taanit 4.6 specifies Av 9 was the date Bethar fell. Aug 7, 
Sabbath. Yr 18 Hadrian (Eusebius) ended August 10.

Earliest letter of the revolt, dated "On Iyyar 1, in year 1 of the Redemption of Israel 
by Simeon bar Kosiba of Israel" (IEJ, 12, pg. 249).  The 1st of Iyyar fell Thu/Fri 
April 4/5, 132 AD (Yallop Rating "A" astronomically calculated with observed 
equinoctal sun moving through 270° on March 20, Aviv 14 at sunset).

Documents dated 28.VIII, Year3 and IX.2 year 3 (IEJ, 12, pp. 250, 255).

There are year 3 coins (and 4), but they are not dated.

Years of specified land rental in the Wadi Murabat 
contract: five years until the Sabbatical year.

Wadi Murabat 24E, dated in winter, year 2 of the revolt. A much larger 
issue of year 2 coins struck this year. Shevat 20 =  15 Jan, Wed.
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Hadrian outlawed  circumcision before the revolt.

Christians were not persecuted unless they "broke the law." The proto-catholic church was 
trying to drive a wedge between Christians following the Torah and those rejecting it at this 
time.

Epistle of Barnabas: an anti-Jewish and anti-torah letter falsely written under the name of Barnabas (ca. AD 130 - 
138).  He rejected Sabbath and promoted the day after it. Taught baptism forgives sin. 

“Ignatius” of Antioch, ca. 110 AD (Developing Apostacy or Forgeries) He wrote that Christians must reject Jewish practices. This 
must be taken as admission that many were keeping Torah. His writings had been interpolated with added Catholic material 
over time. Sunday is not clearly promoted, but Sabbath is rejected. He embraced the Eucharist heresy. At least 8 of his 15 letters 
are forgeries composed about AD 250, and possibly the rest his writings are forged in his name up to AD 500. And not one 
statement in his letters is above suspicion.

Hadrian's anti-circumcision policy repealed for sons of Jews. 

The dead: 580,000 Jews. An equal number of Romans.

Gentile Bishops of Jerusalem replace Jewish leadership: Marcus rejects Torah, 
and all remaining Christians in Jerusalem as the price of remaining in the city. Jews are 
banned from Jerusalem for many centuries.

Didache, ca. 120 AD A document which may have some parts sourced from the 
faithful Assembly, but which suffered corruption by anti-Torah heretics by 
interpretation, and suggestivly nuanced interpolation, which can be interpreted in 
favor of Catholic doctrine,  and possibly added material over time from other 
sources. Promotion of Sunday unclear, but possible.

Letter of the Alexandrians, ca. 120-130 AD. A.k.a. "Hebrews"; anonymous letter rejecting Levitical 
priesthood, and rejecting the Torah.  Fraudulently ascribed to Paul by promoters, and fraudulent use of 
Timothy's name. 

Aelia founded

J.T. Milik, one of the chief Dead Sea Scroll scholars, placed the Sabbatical year in 
130/131 on the basis of Wadi Murabat 24E. First small local actions of revolt at En-
gedi. See Dio Cassius 69:13.
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